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17th December 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Whilst the Christmas holidays are approaching, we need to be mindful of the current rise in Covid-19 cases 
across the country.   As a school, we have been extremely fortunate that confirmed cases have remained 
low, in stark contrast to many schools in Hertfordshire.  
 
You will already be aware from previous letters, of the school’s plans for Covid-19 testing on return to 
school in January 2022.  Given that nationally it is anticipated that the country will see increased Covid 
cases in January, following the Christmas period, the Trust has decided to plan now for the implementation 
of additional precautionary measures at the start of term in January. These will be implemented until such 
time as we have a better understanding of Covid cases in the school and the local area.  These measures 
will include: 
 

 Continuing to wear face masks in all indoor communal areas (unless students/staff are medically 
exempt) 

 Ensuring that all students regularly wash and sanitise their hands.  I would encourage you to ensure that 
your child brings their own hand sanitising gel, alongside the sanitiser stations located at every 
classroom door 

 Cleaning wipes will be used in every classroom so that students can sanitise their work areas at the start 
and end of every lesson 

 We will continue to take all reasonable steps to maintain high levels of ventilation across the school 

 We will have further enhanced cleaning taking place across the school throughout the school day.  
Students will see our cleaners in school all day, cleaning key touchpoints and communal areas 

 
I would encourage you to test your children at least twice a week using a lateral flow device over the 
Christmas holidays. The Government would like us to emphasise that it is vitally important that the test 
results are reported online, whether they be positive or negative. Whilst we will be carrying out Covid 
testing between 5th and 7th January 2022, as students return to school, students should also take a lateral 
flow test at home, on the day before they return to school. 
 
Covid Testing on Return to School in January 2022 
 
As previously communicated, we will be undertaking another round of lateral flow testing at the start of 
term in January, with a staggered start to the term to enable this. The details of dates on which students 
should return to school, and when testing will take place, are below: 
 

Wednesday 5th 
January 

Year 10, 11 and 13 attend school, and attend lessons as normal, taking their Covid 
test during the day. 
 
Year 7, 8, 9 and 12 – join online lessons in line with students’ usual timetable, on 
Teams. 
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Thursday 
6th January  
 

Year 7 and 9 attend school, and attend lessons as normal, taking their Covid 
test during the day. 
 
Year 10, 11 and 13 attend school as normal. 
 
Year 8 and 12 – join online lessons in line with usual timetable, on Teams. 
 

Friday 7th 
January 
 

Year 8 and 12 attend school, and attend lessons as normal, taking their Covid 
test during the day. 
 
Year 7, 9, 10, 11, and 13 attend school as normal. 
 

 
On their first day back in school, students should arrive in full school uniform, by 8.27am as normal. They 
will be in timetabled lessons throughout the day, and will have an allocated time slot for testing during that 
day. On the first day back in school only, while students are awaiting results of their test and until those 
results are confirmed, students will be required to wear a face covering at all times, including in classrooms.  
 
Once they have been tested and results confirmed, students can revert to our normal rules on wearing face 
coverings – i.e. on all corridors and in all indoor public spaces, unless eating. Where a student tests positive, 
they will immediately be placed in a separate area and parents contacted to collect them. 
 
Changes to Close Contacts Guidance 
 
All schools have been asked to make families aware of changes to close contact guidance. 
 
From 14th December 2021, all adults who are fully vaccinated and children aged 5 to 18 years and 6 
months identified as a contact of someone with Covid-19 – whether Omicron or not – should take a lateral 
flow device (LFD) test every day for 7 days instead of self-isolating. Daily testing by close contacts will help 
to slow the spread of Covid-19.  Students can continue to come to school providing that these tests are 
negative. 
 
For further information please see the government website at: 
Guidance for contacts of people with confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection who do not live with the 
person - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
We look forward to welcoming students back to school in January 2022.  However, should there be any 
changes to these plans, we will, of course, be in contact.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Mark Ellis 
Principal 
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