
          4th  October 2021 

Dear Year 11 Parents,   

Re: Changes to the assessment of GCSEs, AS and A levels in 2022 

As you may be aware, the government has now released the decisions regarding changes to GCSE 

examinations this summer. I wanted to write to you to give you a summary of those decisions and 

explain how these will affect the Raising Achievement programme we have in place for all Year 11 

students this year. The consultation outcome for GCSE examinations is summarised below:  

1. There will be optional topics and content in GCSE English literature, history, ancient 
history and geography. The Department for Education (DfE) has decided as a matter of 
policy that students should not be assessed on all topics and content in these subjects. 

2. Centres will be allowed to deliver practical work in GCSE biology, chemistry, physics, 
combined science, geology and astronomy by demonstration. This does not require 
changes to the assessment arrangements that the exam boards have in place for each of 
these specifications. 

3. Students taking GCSE, AS and A level art and design will be assessed on their portfolio 
only. 

4. Exam boards will provide advance information about the focus of the content of the 
exams for all GCSE subjects (except GCSE English literature, history, ancient history and 
geography due to their being optional topics for these subjects) for the summer 2022 
exams.  

5. The DfE has confirmed that advance information will be provided by 7 February 2022 at 
the latest. This will enable teachers to plan to adapt their teaching in the second half of 
the spring term if necessary. The DfE has also decided to retain the flexibility for advance 
information to be deployed at other points ahead of 7 February 2022 if circumstances 
require. At least a week’s notice will be given if it is decided that advance information will 
be released earlier than 7 February 2022. 

6. Students will be given a formulae sheet for GCSE mathematics in summer 2022. Clean 
copies of the formulae sheet will be provided in the exams. 

7. Students will be given a revised equation sheet for GCSE physics and combined science in 
summer 2022, covering all the equations required in the subject content. Clean copies of 
the equation sheet will be provided in the exams. 

 

The government is intending to run all exams this year with the above changes. Therefore, we will 

continue to support all Year 11 students with a full suite of Raising Achievement activities in 

preparation for the summer exams. As you can see from the guidance above, we will be given 

advance noticed of the range of potential topics to be assessed for all GCSE subjects this year. This 

information will be released in February 2022 to support Year 11 in their preparation and revision. 

We intend to conduct the March 2022 Mock exams in line with these adaptations, so students are 

fully equipped and prepared for their final GCSE exams.  

The full consultation outcomes document can be found at the following link:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-

and-a-levels-in-2022/outcome/decisions-proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-

levels-in-2022 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022/outcome/decisions-proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022/outcome/decisions-proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022/outcome/decisions-proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022


If you would like more information regarding the Raising Achievement strategies in place for Year 11 

this year please visit our website or click on the link below which will take you to a recording of the 

Year 11 parent information evening on Thursday 30th September.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jgEUeIPAMn8 

As ever if you have any queries or questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Kind Regards 

 

Kate Dawson 

Associate Assistant Principal KS4 Raising Achievement.  


