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The purpose of our curriculum at Goffs is to provide a rich range of learning opportunities and experiences, therefore enabling students: 

- to develop a powerful range of knowledge, vocabulary and skills 
- to develop as confident, responsible, and articulate learners and citizens 
- to reveal and develop their inner strengths, and to thrive at school and beyond 

 

 

Department 
 

Child’s Play and Learning Development   

Curriculum Intent 
(Overall) 

Inspire and enthuse students to consider a career in early years, or related sectors, where knowledge of child development is 
relevant. Give students the opportunity to gain a broad knowledge and understanding of, and develop skills in, the early year’s 
sector.  

 Curriculum Intent (Year Group) Opportunities and Experiences 

Year 7 N/A  

Year 8 N/A  

Year 9 N/A  

Year 10 Students will investigate the key principles that are reflected in best practice in early 
years. This will include inclusive practice as a way of valuing children and ensuring that 
they can benefit from the opportunities within the setting. They will also explore how 
children are empowered to ensure that they learn to become independent and develop 
a strong self-image, as well as ways in which this is put into practice. 
 
Assessment: Assessment will take place after the first term in order to test their 
knowledge for the exam that will take place in Feb. The will also have their Component 1 
coursework assessed using the BTEC marking policy.  
 
End goals: Students will understand the key principles in early years practice and be able 
to use this in order to write up their coursework. They will also be able to explain how 
children learn to be independent and ways in which this is put into practice.  
 

Having external speakers from an early 
years setting come in and talk to the 
students about their practice 
Work experience at the end of the year 
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The purpose of our curriculum at Goffs is to provide a rich range of learning opportunities and experiences, therefore enabling students: 

- to develop a powerful range of knowledge, vocabulary and skills 
- to develop as confident, responsible, and articulate learners and citizens 
- to reveal and develop their inner strengths, and to thrive at school and beyond 

 

Key Terminology: Accessibility, Accommodation, Attachment, blended family, coaching, 
developmental milestones, inclusion, disabilities, mentoring, modification, monitoring, 
resilience, scaffolding 

Year 11 Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of child development. 
Students will learn about five different areas of development – physical, cognitive, 
communication and language, emotional and social – and how these areas are linked. 
 
Assessment: This will be in the form of coursework for year 11 learners. There will be 
formal feedback given for each learning aim and marked using the BTEC front sheets.  
 
End goals: Students will be able to describe Children’s development. They will be able to 
explain the five different areas of development and how they are all linked together.  
 
Key Terminology: Accessibility, Accommodation, Attachment, blended family, coaching, 
developmental milestones, inclusion, disabilities, mentoring, modification, monitoring, 
resilience, scaffolding 

Having an external speakers (parents) 
to talk about their experience 
Hand out “the babies” for experience 

Sixth Form This qualification is a broad basis of study of the early years sector. This qualification is 
designed to support progression to higher education. Students will have the opportunity 
to work in at least one setting, with children from birth to seven years 11 months.  
The content of this qualification has been developed in consultation with higher 
education to ensure it supports progression to higher education. In addition, employers 
and professional bodies have been involved in order to confirm that the content is 
appropriate for those interested in working in the sector. Learners will complete 50 
hours’ work experience in the sector. Learners taking this qualification will study three 
mandatory units which cover the following topics:  
• children’s development  
• communication and numeracy  
• Play and learning.  

Work placement in an early years 
setting 
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The purpose of our curriculum at Goffs is to provide a rich range of learning opportunities and experiences, therefore enabling students: 

- to develop a powerful range of knowledge, vocabulary and skills 
- to develop as confident, responsible, and articulate learners and citizens 
- to reveal and develop their inner strengths, and to thrive at school and beyond 

 

Learners will also complete one optional unit, which will support their progression to 
specialised degree programmes in the sector, and this unit is called: 
• keeping children safe  
 
Assessment: Assessment is specifically designed to fit the purpose and objective of the 
qualification. It includes a range of assessment types and styles suited to vocational 
qualifications in the sector. There are three main forms of assessment that you need to 
be aware of: external, internal and synoptic. 
 
End goals: Learners will be able to have a clearer understanding of early years practice 
and be able to explain how children develop over the milestones. They will explain how 
literacy and numeracy is used within the early years practice and how this evolves as 
they grow. They will be able to explain how play and learning is used within the sector 
and how this helps children grow. And finally they will be able to explain how to keep 
children safe.  
 
Key Terminology: Accessibility, Accommodation, Attachment, blended family, coaching, 
developmental milestones, inclusion, disabilities, mentoring, modification, monitoring, 
resilience, and scaffolding. 

 
 
 

 
 


