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The purpose of our curriculum at Goffs is to provide a rich range of learning opportunities and experiences, therefore enabling students: 

- to develop a powerful range of knowledge, vocabulary and skills 
- to develop as confident, responsible, and articulate learners and citizens 
- to reveal and develop their inner strengths, and to thrive at school and beyond 

 

 

Department 
 

Child’s Play and Learning Development   

Curriculum Intent 
(Overall) 

Inspire and enthuse students to consider a career in early years, or related sectors, where knowledge of child development is 
relevant. Give students the opportunity to gain a broad knowledge and understanding of, and develop skills in, the early years 
sector.  

 Curriculum Intent (Year Group) Opportunities and Experiences 

Year 7 N/A  

Year 8 N/A  

Year 9 Students will investigate how early years settings use play to promote children’s learning 
and development at different ages and stages, including babies, and the types of play 
opportunities that early years settings usually provide. 

 

Year 10 Students will investigate the key principles that are reflected in best practice in early 
years. This will include inclusive practice as a way of valuing children and ensuring that 
they can benefit from the opportunities within the setting. They will also explore how 
children are empowered to ensure that they learn to become independent and develop 
a strong self-image, as well as ways in which this is put into practice. 

 

Year 11 Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of child development. 
Students will learn about five different areas of development – physical, cognitive, 
communication and language, emotional and social – and how these areas are linked. 

 

Sixth Form Provide students with the knowledge, understanding and skills to be able to move 
forward and succeed within the childcare and early years setting.   
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In making these decisions, please consider the following questions: 
 

1. Is the intent of your subject curriculum clear and explicit? Have you identified the knowledge, vocabulary and skills 
learners should be developing in each year group? 

2. Do students have the time to cover topics in sufficient depth (mastery)? What do you currently teach which could be 
removed? 

3. Is the curriculum sufficiently ambitious for all? Consider the source materials/texts used. 
4. What are the foundations of knowledge/skills required at KS3, in order for successful study at KS4? Try not to be ‘shackled’ 

by this…consider the importance of learning beyond the specification 
5. What opportunities and experiences could/should students have while studying your subject? (including trips/visits and 

practical activities) 
6. How does your long-term curriculum planning promote the desired changes in long-term memory? (e.g. sequencing, low-

stakes testing, interleaving) 

7. How does your curriculum link to the local context? 

8. How does your curriculum link to relevant employment opportunities (related to your subject area)? 
9. What method(s) will you use to assess progress? Are there opportunities for students to produce an authentic, high-

quality, ‘final product’? 
10. How will you ensure students have opportunities to read, and develop their breadth of vocabulary in your subject? What 

vocabulary do you take time to develop explicitly? 

11. Are there any curriculum areas where colleagues require professional development? 

 
 


