
BOOKS FOR BOYS 
 
Below is a list of both fiction and non-fiction texts which appeal predominantly to boys (but 
of course anyone can enjoy them). 
Below is a brief synopsis of each book, however more detailed summaries can be found on 
websites such as Amazon or Waterstones. 
Please be mindful that the selection of books below range in age appropriateness and 

therefore some may not be suitable for younger readers. 

 

BOOK COVER TITLE AUTHOR SYNOPSIS 

BIOGRAPHIES 

  
Shakespeare  Bill Bryson Examining centuries of myths, half-

truths and downright lies, Bill Bryson 
makes sense of the man behind the 
masterpieces as he leads us through 
the crowded streets of Elizabethan 
England. 
 

 Little Big Things  Henry Fraser Henry Fraser was 17 years old when a 
tragic accident severed his spinal 
cord. Paralysed from the shoulders 
down, he has conquered 
unimaginable difficulty to embrace 
life and a new way of living. Through 
challenging adversity, he has found 
the opportunity to grow and inspire 
others. 
 

 Proud  Gareth 
Thomas 

Gareth Thomas had it all. He was a 
national hero, a sporting icon. He was 
a leader of men, captain of Wales and 
the British Lions. Rugby, no mere ball 
game, gave him everything, except 
the freedom to be himself. Gareth 
became the world’s most prominent 
athlete to come out as a gay man. 
 
 

 

Rafa My Story Rafa Nadal What does it take to be the best in 
the world at your sport? Rafael has 
the answers. In his memoir, he 
reveals the secrets of his game and 
shares the inspiring personal story 
behind his success.  
 



 The Zoo Quest 
Expeditions  

David 
Attenborough 

In 1954, a young television presenter 
named David Attenborough was 
offered the opportunity of a lifetime - 
to travel the world finding rare and 
elusive animals for London Zoo's 
collection, and to film the expeditions 
for the BBC. 
 

 
 

Cold: Extreme 
Adventures at the 
Lowest 
Temperatures on 
Earth  

Sir Ranulph 
Fiennes 

Few humans have evolved who can 
survive and thrive in the bitter cold. 
Below a certain temperature, death is 
inevitable. This book is about this 
aspect of our environment and about 
Sir Ranulph Fiennes' own life 
experiencing the extreme cold. 
 

CLASSICS 

 Biggles Captain W.E. 
Johns 

Intelligence persuades Biggles, Algy 
and Ginger to take on the challenge 
of transporting gold bullion and 
diamonds to France. Every other firm 
which has taken the job has failed 
and the gold has been stolen, the 
planes crashed or disappeared and 
the pilots have lost their lives. 
 

 The Call of the Wild  Jack London Life is good for Buck in Santa Clara 
Valley, where he spends his days 
eating and sleeping in the golden 
sunshine. One day, a treacherous act 
of betrayal leads to his kidnap and he 
is forced into a life of toil and danger. 
Dragged away to be a sledge dog in 
the harsh and freezing cold Yukon, 
Buck must fight for his survival. 
 

 
 
 
 

The Railway 
Children  

E. Nesbit The lives of three children are 
changed when, one evening, two 
men arrive at the house and take 
their father away. The children are 
forced to live in a cottage near a 
railway station. Their days are filled 
with adventure, including their 
successful attempt to avert a horrible 
train disaster. 
 



 

Swallows and 
Amazons  

Arthur 
Ransome 

The Walker children are given 
permission to camp on an island in 
the middle of a vast lake. When they 
get there, they have to battle against 
a gang of local youths for control of 
the island. 
 

 
 
 

Treasure Island  Robert Louis 
Stevenson 

The story is based upon the conflict 
between good and evil, but in this 
case a particularly engaging form of 
evil. It is the villainy of that most 
ambiguous rogue Long John Silver 
that sets the tempo of this tale of 
treachery, greed and daring. 
 

 The Time Machine  H.G. Wells The Time Traveller is an amateur 
inventor and scientist living in 
London. Having shown friends, using 
a miniature model, that time is a 
fourth dimension, and that a suitable 
apparatus can move in time, he 
builds a larger machine capable of 
carrying himself. 
 

 War of the Worlds  H.G. Wells When an army of invading Martians 
lands in England, panic and terror 
seize the population. The aliens travel 
in huge three-legged machines, 
incinerating all in their path with a 
heat ray and spreading noxious toxic 
gases. People must come to terms 
with the prospect of the end of 
human civilization and the beginning 
of Martian rule. 
 

 Frankenstein  Mary Shelley Science student Victor Frankenstein, 
obsessed with discovering the cause 
of generation and life, assembles a 
human being from stolen body parts 
but, upon bringing it to life, he recoils 
in horror at the creature's 
hideousness. Tormented by isolation 
and loneliness, the once-innocent 
creature turns to evil and unleashes a 
campaign of murderous revenge 
against his creator, Frankenstein. 
 



 Animal Farm  George 
Orwell 

A farm is taken over by its 
overworked, mistreated animals. 
With flaming idealism and stirring 
slogans, they set out to create a 
paradise of progress, justice, and 
equality. Thus the stage is set for one 
of the most telling satiric fables ever 
penned –a razor-edged fairy tale for 
grown-ups that records the evolution 
from revolution against tyranny to a 
totalitarianism just as terrible. 
 

MULTI-CULTURAL 

 

Once  Morris 
Gleitzman 

The story of a young Jewish boy who 
is determined to escape the 
orphanage he lives in to save his 
Jewish parents from the Nazis in the 
occupied Poland of the Second World 
War. 

 Boy 87  Ele Fountain Shif is just an ordinary schoolboy who 
loves chess and playing with his best 
friend. But, one day, he is forced to 
leave home to avoid conscription into 
the army. He embarks on an epic 
journey, in which he encounters 
dangers and cruelties and great acts 
of human kindness. 
 

 Five Children on the 
Western Front  

Kate 
Saunders 

Have you wondered what happened 
to the Five Children and It characters 
when the First World War began? 
Before this adventure ends, the two 
younger children will have seen the 
War from every possible viewpoint; 
factory workers, soldiers and sailors, 
nurses and the people left at home. 
The war's impact will be felt right at 
the heart of their family. 
 

 The Bone Sparrow  Zana Fraillon Subhi is a refugee who has spent his 
life in a detention centre. Life is 
tough. One day he meets Jimmie, a 
girl from outside. Unrest in the camp 
grows and Jimmie shows him a way 
to escape but will he take it? This is a 
gripping book that highlights the 
plight of refugees and the importance 
of hope for people held in this way. 
 



 City of Ghosts  Bali Rai It's 1919 and Amritsar is a city on the 
brink of rebellion. Riots, violence and 
tension spill onto the streets. Bissen 
Singh fought bravely for the British 
Empire during World War One. He 
waits for news from England. Gurdial, 
a young orphan, is desperate to 
marry Sohni, the daughter of a rich 
and evil man. Jeevan is swept up in 
the revolution. They are looking to 
the future whilst trying to escape 
ghosts from the past. 
 

HISTORICAL 
 The Boy in the 

Striped Pyjamas  
John Boyne Bruno knows nothing of the 

Holocaust. He has moved from to a 
house in a desolate area where there 
is nothing to do and no one to play 
with. Then he meets a boy who lives 
a strange parallel existence on the 
other side of an adjoining wire fence 
and who, like the other people there, 
wears a uniform of striped pyjamas. 
 

 Goodnight Mister 
Tom  

Michelle 
Magorian 

When the Second World War breaks 
out, young Willie Beech is evacuated 
to the countryside. A sad, deprived 
child, he slowly begins to flourish 
under the care of kind old Tom 
Oakley. But then his cruel mother 
summons him back to war-torn 
London. 
 

 Journey to the River 
Sea  

Eva Ibbotson Sent in 1910 to live with distant 
relatives who own a rubber 
plantation on the Amazon River, 
English orphan Maia is excited. She 
believes she is in for brightly coloured 
macaws, enormous butterflies. Her 
British classmates warn her of man-
eating alligators and wild, murderous 
Indians. Unfortunately, no one 
cautions Maia about her xenophobic 
cousins, who douse the house in bug 
spray and forbid her from venturing 
beyond their compound. 
 



 Wolf Children  Paul 
Dowswell 

It is July 1945, Hitler's Third Reich has 
fallen, and Berlin is in ruins. Living in 
the cellar of an abandoned hospital, 
Otto and his ragtag gang have 
banded together in the desperate, 
bombed-out city. Danger lurks as 
Otto and his friends find themselves 
caught between invading armies, 
ruthless rival gangs and a strange 
Nazi war criminal who stalks them. 
 

 Children of 
Willesden Lane  

Mona 
Golabek 

Jewish musical prodigy Lisa has a 
wonderful life in Vienna. But the 
Nazis close in on the city. Although he 
has three daughters. They decide to 
send Lisa to London so she can 
pursue her dreams as a concert 
pianist. Separated from her family, 
Lisa bravely endures the trip and a 
posting outside London before 
finding her way to the Willesden Lane 
Orphanage. 
 

FANTASY 

 Skulduggery 
Pleasant (series)  

Derek Landy Stephanie’s uncle Gordon is a writer 
of horror fiction. When he dies and 
leaves her his estate, Stephanie 
learns that while he may have written 
horror, it certainly wasn’t fiction. 
Pursued by evil forces Stephanie finds 
help from the wisecracking skeleton 
of a dead wizard. 
 

 Inkheart (series)  Cornelia 
Funke 

One night, Meggie's father reads 
aloud from a book called INKHEART, 
an evil ruler escapes the book of 
fiction and lands in their living room. 
Meggie is in the middle of an 
adventure she has only read about. 
Meggie must learn to harness the 
magic that has conjured this 
nightmare. 
 

 Eragon (series)  Christopher 
Paolini 

When Eragon finds a polished blue 
stone in the forest, he thinks it will 
buy his family meat for the winter. 
But when the stone brings a dragon 
hatchling, he soon realizes he has 
stumbled upon a legacy nearly as old 
as the Empire itself. Can Eragon take 



up the mantle of the legendary 
Dragon Riders? 
 

 The Wolf Brothers 
(series)  

Michelle 
Paver 

The journey of boy and wolf begins 
six thousand years ago. Evil stalks the 
land. According to legend, only 
twelve-year-old Torak and his wolf-
cub companion can defeat it. Their 
journey takes them through deep 
forests, across giant glaciers and into 
dangers they never imagined. 
 

 Gods and Warriors 
(series)  

Michelle 
Paver 

From a time of myths and ancient 
magic will come the legend of the lost 
city of Atlantis, tales of gods and 
warriors and the rise of a hero. His 
sister is missing. His dog has been 
killed. High in the Greek mountains, 
Hylas is running for his life. 
 

 The Wee Free Men Terry 
Pratchett 

Armed with a frying pan and her 
common sense, Tiffany, a young 
witch-to-be, is all that stands 
between the monsters of Fairyland 
and the warm, green Chalk country 
that is her home. Forced into 
Fairyland to seek her kidnapped 
brother, she allies herself with the 
Wee Free Men. 
 

 The Hobbit (series)   J.R.R. Tolkien Whisked from his comfortable 
hobbit-hole by Gandalf the wizard 
and a band of dwarves, Bilbo Baggins 
finds himself caught up in a plot to 
raid the treasure hoard of Smaug the 
Magnificent, a large and very 
dangerous dragon. 
 

 

Northern Lights 
(series) 

Philip 
Pullman 

An orphan who lives in a parallel 
universe where science, theology and 
magic are entwined. Lyra’s search for 
a kidnapped friend uncovers a 
sinister plot involving stolen children 
and turns into a quest of a 
phenomenon called Dust. 



 

Mortal Engines 
(series)  

Philip Reeve Fantasy novel where moving cities 
trawl the globe. Tom and Hester are 
thrown from their beloved “London” 
and try to get back on board. 

 The Storm Keeper's 
Island  

Catherine 
Doyle 

Once in a generation, Arranmore 
Island chooses a new Storm Keeper 
to wield its power and keep its magic 
safe from enemies. The time has 
come for Fionn's grandfather, a 
secretive old man, to step down. A 
new Keeper will rise. But, someone 
has been waiting. As the battle to 
become the island's next champion 
rages, a sinister magic is waking up, 
intent on rekindling an ancient war. 
 

 The Middler  Kirsty 
Applebaum 

Eleven-year-old Maggie lives in 
Fennis Wick, protected from the 
outside world by a boundary, beyond 
which the Quiet War rages and the 
dirty, dangerous wanderers roam. 
Her brother Jed is an eldest, revered 
and special. Her younger brother is 
Trig everyone loves. Maggie’s just a 
middler; invisible and left behind. 
Then, one day, she meets Una, a 
hungry wanderer girl in need of help, 
everything Maggie has ever known 
gets turned on its head. 
 

CRIME 

 The London Eye 
Mystery  

Siobhan 
Dowd 

Aunt Gloria and Salim are visiting Ted 
and Kat's family in London. Salim is 
Ted and Kat's cousin. He and his 
mother are leaving Manchester, 
England, and preparing to move to 
New York City. During their visit, 
Salim wants to ride the London Eye, 
the great Ferris wheel attraction in 
the heart of the city. 
 



 The Goldfish Boy  Lisa 
Thompson 

A story about finding friendship and 
hope when you are lonely and 
frightened. Twelve-year-old Matthew 
is trapped in his bedroom by crippling 
OCD, spending most of his time 
staring out of his window as his 
neighbours in Chestnut Close go 
about their business. When his next-
door neighbour’s toddler, Teddy, 
goes missing, Matthew must turn 
detective and unravel the mystery of 
Teddy’s disappearance. 
 

 Liar and Spy  Rebecca 
Stead 

George moves into a Brooklyn 
apartment building and meets Safer, 
a twelveyear-old self-appointed spy. 
Georges becomes Safer's first spy 
recruit. His assignment? Tracking the 
mysterious Mr. X, who lives in the 
apartment upstairs. But as Safer 
becomes more demanding, George 
starts to wonder: what is a lie, and 
what is a game? 
 

 Murder on the 
Orient Express  

Agatha 
Christie 

Just after midnight, a snowdrift stops 
the Orient Express in its tracks. The 
train is full but, by the morning, it is 
one passenger fewer. An American 
tycoon lies dead, stabbed a dozen 
times, his door locked from the 
inside. Isolated and with a killer in 
their midst, detective Hercule Poirot 
must identify the murderer. 
 

 

Young Sherlock 
Holmes (Series)  

Andrew Lane Young Sherlock Holmes series in 
which the iconic detective is 
reimagined as a brilliant, troubled 
and engaging teenager – creating 
detective adventures that remain 
true to the spirit of the original 
books. 



 The Curious 
Incident of the Dog 
in the Night Time  

Mark Haddon Detective, and narrator, Christopher 
Boone is 15 and has Asperger’s 
Syndrome. He knows a great deal 
about maths and very little about 
human beings. He has never gone 
further than the end of the road on 
his own. When he finds a neighbour’s 
dog murdered, he sets out on a 
terrifying journey, which will turn his 
whole world upside down. 
 

 The Hound of the 
Baskervilles  

Arthur Conan 
Doyle  

Generations ago, a hound of hell tore 
out the throat of devilish Hugo 
Baskerville on the moonlit moor. 
Poor, accursed Baskerville Hall now 
has another mysterious death, Sir 
Charles Baskerville. Could the culprit 
somehow be mixed up with secretive 
servant Barrymore? 
 

 Smart  Kim Slater There's been a murder, but the police 
don't care. It was only a homeless old 
man after all. Kieran cares. He's going 
to find out what really happened. But 
being a detective is difficult when 
you're Kieran Woods. When you're 
amazing at drawing but terrible at 
fitting in. 
 
 
 

GENERAL FICTION 

 

 

Wonder  R.J. Palacio August Pullman was born with a facial 
difference that has prevented him 
from going to school. He wants 
nothing more than to be treated as 
an ordinary kid—but his new 
classmates can’t get past Auggie’s 
extraordinary face. This story 
embraces empathy, compassion, and 
acceptance. 



 

The Secret Diary of 
Adrian Mole, age 13 
3/4 

Sue 
Townsend 

Adrian Mole's first love, Pandora, has 
left him; a neighbour, Mr. Lucas, 
appears to be seducing his mother 
(and what does that mean for his 
father?); the BBC refuses to publish 
his poetry; and his dog swallowed the 
tree off the Christmas cake. 

 My Family and 
Other Animals  

Gerald 
Durrell 

When the unconventional Durrell 
family can no longer endure the 
damp, grey English climate, they 
relocate to the sunny Greek isle of 
Corfu. A story of the family’s 
experiences, with a ceaseless 
procession of puppies, toads, 
scorpions, geckoes, ladybugs, glow-
worms, octopuses, bats, and 
butterflies into their home. 
 

 A Terrible Thing 
that Happened to 
Barnaby Brocket 

John Boyne There's nothing unusual about the 
Brockets. Normal, respectable, and 
proud of it, they turn up their noses 
at anyone strange or different. But 
from the moment Barnaby comes 
into the world, it's clear he's not 
ordinary. To his parent’s horror, 
Barnaby defies the laws of gravity - 
and floats. 
 

 The Boy in a Dress  David 
Walliams 

Dennis is talented in football and is 
one of the best on his team. But, he 
deeply misses his mother, who left 
their family about five years ago. He 
finds comfort remembering his 
mother's yellow dress in an old 
picture. Dennis sees the same dress 
on the cover of a Vogue magazine, 
and buys a copy from Raj, the local 
shop owner. But when Dad finds the 
magazine, he is furious. 
 



 

Goblins  Philip Reeve The squabbling goblins who live in 
the great towers of Clovenstone 
spend their time fighting and looting. 
Only clever young Skarper 
understands that dark magic created 
by a vanquished sorcerer is rising 
again. 

 Hatchet  Gary Paulsen Brian is on his way to Canada to visit 
his father when the pilot of his small 
prop plane suffers a heart attack. 
Brian is forced to crash-land the plane 
in a lake and finds himself stranded in 
the remote Canadian wilderness with 
only his clothing and the hatchet his 
mother gave him as a present before 
his departure. 
 

 Kick  Mitch 
Johnson 

He's going to be a star, instead of 
sweating over each football boot he 
makes each box he packages. He's 
going to play for the greatest team on 
earth, rather than in the square 
behind the factory where he works. 
But one unlucky kick brings Budi's 
world crashing down, because now 
he owes the Dragon, the most 
dangerous man in all Jakarta. 
 

 Trash  Andy 
Mulligan 

One unlucky-lucky day, Raphael finds 
something. He decides to keep it, 
even when the police offer a reward 
for its return. That decision brings 
consequences, soon the dumpsite 
boys must use all of their cunning and 
courage to stay ahead of their 
pursuers. 
 

 Ghost Boys  Jewell Parker 
Rhodes 

Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a 
police officer who mistakes his toy 
gun for a real threat. As a ghost, he 
observes the devastation that’s been 
unleashed on his family and 
community in the wake of what they 
see as an unjust and brutal killing. 
Jerome meets another ghost, a boy 
from a very different time. 
 



 

The House with 
Chicken Legs  

Sophie 
Anderson 

All Marinka wants is a friend. Not like 
her house with chicken legs. Marinka 
longs for a human companion. 
Someone she can talk to and share 
secrets with. But that's tough when 
your grandmother is a Yaga, a 
guardian who guides the dead into 
the afterlife. 

 The Light Jar Lisa 
Thompson 

Nate and his mother are running 
away, hiding out in a tumbledown 
cottage in the middle of a forest. 
When Mum heads off for provisions, 
and doesn't return, Nate is left alone, 
with the dark closing in all around 
him. But comfort can come from the 
most unexpected of places - a 
mysterious girl and the reappearance 
of an old friend from his past. 
 

 Song for a Whale  Lynne Kelly From fixing the class computer to 
repairing old radios, Iris is a tech 
genius. But she's the only deaf person 
in her school, so people often treat 
her like she's not very smart. When 
she learns about Blue 55, a whale 
who is unable to speak to other 
whales, Iris understands how he must 
feel. Then she has an idea: she should 
invent a way to "sing" to him! But 
he's three thousand miles away. How 
will she play her song for him? 
 

 Holes  Louis Sacher Stanley is under a curse. A curse that 
began with his no-good-dirty-rotten- 
pig-stealing-great-great-grandfather 
and has since followed generations of 
Yelnats. Now Stanley has been 
unjustly sent to a boys' detention 
centre, where the warden makes the 
boys "build character" by spending all 
day, digging holes: five feet wide and 
five feet deep. But why? 
 



 How I Live Now  Meg Rosoff Fifteen-year-old Daisy is sent from 
Manhattan to England to visit her 
aunt and cousins. The next day 
bombs go off as London is attacked 
and occupied by an unnamed enemy. 
As power fails, the farm becomes 
more isolated. Despite the war, it's a 
kind of Eden, with no adults in charge 
and no rules, But the war is 
everywhere, and Daisy and her 
cousins must lead each other into a 
world that is unknown in the scariest, 
most elemental way. 
 

ADVENTURE 

 Young Samurai 
(series)  

Chris 
Bradford 

August 1611. Jack Fletcher is 
shipwrecked off the coast of Japan - 
his father and crew lie slaughtered by 
ninja pirates. Rescued by the 
legendary sword master Masamoto 
Takeshi, Jack's only hope is to 
become a samurai warrior. And so his 
training begins. 
 

 H.I.V.E. (series)  Mark Walden Otto is only thirteen years old, but he 
has managed to run the orphanage 
where he lives and come up with a 
plan clever enough to trick the most 
powerful man in the country. He is 
the perfect candidate to become the 
world's next supervillain. That is why 
he ends up at H.I.V.E., handpicked to 
become a member.  
 

 Alex Rider (series)  Anthony 
Horowitz 

His uncle died in an accident. He 
wasn't wearing his seatbelt, they said. 
But when Alex finds his uncle's 
windshield riddled with bullet holes, 
he knows it was no accident. What he 
doesn't know yet is that his uncle was 
killed while on a top-secret mission. 
Alex must outsmart the people who 
want him dead. The government has 
given him the technology, but only he 
can provide the courage. 
 



 The Letter for the 
King  

Tonke Dragt Sixteen-year-old Tiuri must spend 
hours locked in a chapel in silent 
contemplation if he is to be knighted 
the next day. But, as he waits, he 
hears a knock at the door and a voice 
desperately asking for help. A secret 
letter must be delivered to King 
Unauwen across the Great Mountains 
- a letter upon which the fate of the 
entire kingdom depends. 
 

 Rooftoppers  Katherine 
Rundell 

Everyone thinks Sophie is an orphan. 
True, no other recorded female 
survivors from the shipwreck which 
left baby Sophie floating in in a cello 
case, but She remembers seeing her 
mother wave for help. Her guardian 
tells her it’s almost impossible that 
her mother is still alive, but that 
means still possible. So when she is 
threatened with an orphanage, she 
flees to Paris to look for her mother, 
starting with the only clue she has! 
 

 Where the World 
Ends  

Geraldine 
McCaughrean 

Subhi a refugee who has spent his 
entire life in a detention centre, 
longing for the day that his family will 
join him. Life is tough but Subhi is 
befriended by one of the guards and 
an older boy whom he helps to 
secretly trade goods around the 
camp. One day he meets Jimmie, a 
girl from outside. Unrest in the camp 
grows and Jimmie shows him a way 
to escape but will he take it? 
 

GHOST AND HORROR 
 The Graveyard Book  Neil Gaiman Bod is an unusual boy who inhabits 

an unusual place-he's the only living 
resident of a graveyard. Raised from 
infancy by the ghosts and 
werewolves. Bod has learned the 
customs of his guardians' time as well 
as their timely ghostly teachings-like 
the ability to Fade. Can a boy raised 
by ghosts face the wonders and 
terrors of the worlds of both the 
living and the dead? 
 



 The Enemy (series)  Charlie 
Higson 

When the sickness came, every adult 
fell ill. The lucky ones died. The 
others are crazed, confused and 
hungry. Only children under fourteen 
remain and they're fighting to 
survive. There are rumours of a safe 
place to hide. So a gang of children 
begin their quest across London - the 
grown-ups lie in wait. Can they make 
it there - alive? 
 

 The Saga of Darren 
Shan (series)  

Darren Shan Young Darren Shan has been 
fascinated by spiders from an early 
age. His best friend, Steve has grown 
up reading horror comics and stories 
of the Wolf-Man and vampires. After 
viewing the "Cirque du Freak" Darren 
and Steve are mesmerized by the 
fantastic and disturbing show, 
especially by the act of the 
mysterious Mr. Crepsley and his 
giant, deathly poisonous spider, 
Madam Octa. 
 

SPORT 

 

Total Football 
(series)  

Alan Gibbons Football adventures - The Rough 
Diamonds are a close knit team. Kev 
McGovern, their captain, makes sure 
they work hard and play hard. 
 

 The Fastest Boy in 
the World  

Elizabeth 
Laird 

Eleven-year-old Solomon loves to 
run! The great athletes of the 
Ethiopian national team are his 
heroes and he dreams that one day 
he will be a gold-medal winning 
athlete like them, in spite of his 
ragged shorts and bare feet. When 
his grandfather announces that he's 
going to take Solomon to Addis 
Ababa, he cannot believe his ears. A 
trip to the capital? 
 



 The Bubble Wrap 
Boy  

Phil Earle Charlie Han's troubles are way bigger 
than he is. At school, he's branded an 
outsider, a loser, the tiny kid from the 
Chinese Chippy. His dad is better with 
a wok than he is with words, and his 
mum is suffocating the life out of 
Charlie, wrapping him in cotton wool. 
But when he finds a new passion, he 
finds his mum's been hiding a 
massive secret. 
 

 Soccer Squad  
(series ) 

Bali Rai Abs is a striker - but can he put the 
ball in the back of the net when 
Rushden Reds meet Langton Blues in 
a Cup quarter-final match? He and his 
team-mates - Dal, Jason and Chris - all 
want to win the trophy. But Langton 
are in their way. 
 

BAME (Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic) AUTHORS 
 Web of Lies  Beverley 

Naidoo 
Having fled Nigeria and resettled in 
London, Femi and Sade thought they 
would finally be safe. While Sade is 
dealing with her mother's death, 
Femi is getting increasingly involved 
with a street gang. It isn't long before 
their resilience as individuals and as a 
family are once again put to the test. 
 

 
 
 

Booked  Kwame 
Alexander 

Nick is a star on the football pitch, 
but at home he's stuck with his 
father's "dictionary" that he has to 
read every day, and he hates it, until 
he starts to win over the girl of his 
dreams. He has to deal with his 
parents' separation and school 
bullies. Nick is spending more time 
with books and his rapping school 
librarian Mr Mac. 
 

 Out of Heart  Irfan Master This book is a story of organ donation 
but is really about the trauma, 
violence and messiness of an ordinary 
life. It's about communication and 
miscommunication; about being 
alone and loneliness; about giving, 
taking and sharing. 
 



 

Hacker  Malorie 
Blackman 

A teenage hacker finds himself 
framed for the theft of millions of 
dollars from a major corporation. 
Keen to get back in front of a 
monitor, he finds himself in more 
trouble than ever. 
 

 Noughts and 
Crosses (series)  

Malorie 
Blackman 

In an alternative world the issues of 
racism are tackled in a society which 
has only two types of people: 
“noughts” and “crosses”. This novel is 
about friendship that goes beyond 
these barriers. The sequel set a 
generation later is also an absolute 
knock out. 
 
 

 Face  Benjamin 
Zephaniah 

This is a story about Martin. He's the 
leader of the Gang of Three, and the 
classroom joker. He lives in the 'new 
East End' where there is a difficult 
brew of white, Caribbean, African and 
Asian families. You have to be careful 
what you say and who you say it to 
on the streets of Martin's 
neighbourhood - not that Martin is 
particularly racist. 
 

 The Other Side of 
Truth  

Beverley 
Naidoo 

Femi and Sade’s father is a journalist, 
a truth-teller, and someone who gets 
on the wrong side of the Nigerian 
authorities. When their mother is 
shot dead in front of them, the bullet 
was meant for him. Sade and her 
brother are ripped from their 
comfortable, happy life and sent to 
England for their safety – illegally and 
against their will. 
 

 Boy at the Back of 
the Class  

Onjali Q. Rauf There used to be an empty chair at 
the back of my class, but now a new 
boy called Ahmet is sitting in it. He 
never talks and never smiles and 
doesn't like sweets - not even lemon 
sherbets, which are my favourite! 
He's a refugee who's run away from a 
War. With bombs and fires and 
bullies that hurt people. The more I 



find out about him, the more I want 
to be his friend. 
 

 The Boxer  Nikesh Shukla This is the story of amateur boxer 
Sunny. A seventeen-year-old feeling 
isolated and disconnected in the city 
he's just moved to, Sunny joins a 
boxing club to learn to protect 
himself after a racist attack. He finds 
the community he's been desperately 
seeking at the club and a mentor in 
trainer Shona, who helps him find his 
place in the world. 
 

 


