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The purpose of our curriculum at Goffs is to provide a rich range of learning opportunities and experiences, therefore enabling students: 

- to develop a powerful range of knowledge, vocabulary and skills 
- to develop as confident, responsible, and articulate learners and citizens 
- to reveal and develop their inner strengths, and to thrive at school and beyond 

 

 

Department 
 

Art/Photography 

Curriculum Intent 
(Overall) 

 
To develop both practical and analytical skills to create confident and independent artists/practitioners. 
 

 Curriculum Intent (Year Group) Opportunities and Experiences 

Year 7 To develop the students primary skills/formal elements and visual vocabulary (line, 
tone, shape, form, texture, colour).  In the form of observational drawing, exploring 
materials, colour mixing  and 3D (pencil, colour pencil, watercolour and 3D materials – 
papier mache/modroc); simple design methods explored. 
Vocabulary to be addressed by:  continual use of keywords, links to home learning, 
glossary of words/terms relevant being added into homework booklets. 

Extra lesson added per fortnight – add 
in printmaking unit connecting to 
shoes – monoprint, Styrofoam and 
collograph;  Summer term opportunity 
to draw outside. 

Year 8 Building on skills from year 7 – exploring materials further.  Linking to movement of 
Cubism to contextualise their study.  Development processes explored.  (Materials – 
colour pencil, oil pastel, cardboard and clay sculpting and acrylic paint) 
Vocabulary to be addressed by:  continual use of keywords, links to home learning, 
glossary of words/terms relevant being added into homework booklets. 

Summer term opportunity to draw 
outside. 

Year 9 Building on 3D experiences and developing/scaffolding exam practise.  Introduction to 
new print making techniques – Intaglio dry point, lino printing, cine-colle; 
development of mixing materials and processes;  acrylic and oil painting methods 
Building more autonomy to develop independence – i.e. freedom to make own 
choices.  Further contextual studies to build subject knowledge and consolidate skills. 
In photography building up skills: camera (manual settings – use of aperture, shutter 
speed ISO); natural light versus artificial light, rules of composition, editing skills on 
and off the computer, contextual studies and concept design.  Addressing drawing and 
annotation (compulsory in AQA spec). 

Hiring 3D natural forms from Tring 
Natural History Museum £30 cost 
(ART) 
HEART Project – working with 
Paradise Wildlife Park  (helping 
endangered animals by recycling 
trash)  
Photographic opportunities to 
photograph in the local area (e.g. 
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Vocabulary to be addressed by:  continual use of keywords, links to home learning, 
glossary of words/terms relevant being added into More able booklets. 

buildings, places of interest) 
 

Year 10 Develop independent thinking, confidence by taking students through project process 
to final outcome whilst building portfolio of work in the form of workshop based 
learning activities.  Building on those skills learned in Year 9.  Consolidation of 
assessment objectives. 

Visit to the Victoria and Albert 
Museum to record first hand for 
projects. 
Photography students have 
opportunity to hire cameras at 
weekend to take photos on location to 
enrich portfolios. 

Year 11 Completion of projects/portfolio.  Ensure students have had the support to develop 
independent skills in preparation for making personal decisions and selections in GCSE 
exam preparation. 

Art: Gallery visit tbc – this will enable  
to fulfil AO1 and 3. 
Photography:  opportunities to 
photograph in the local area (e.g. 
buildings, places of interest) 
Photography students have 
opportunity to hire cameras at 
weekend to take photos on location to 
enrich portfolios. 

Sixth Form To build upon the skills gained at KS3/4. Using new gained time in Year 12 (linear 
course) to create more depth in the students’ study which should filter through to Year 
13 part of the course.  Creating greater independence and autonomous artists. 

To write 1000 word essay based on a 
research topic in preparation for Year 
13 Personal Investigation; Royal 
Academy Summer Exhibition 5th July 
2020 (NB 90% of current yr 12 have 
never visited an Art Gallery!) 
Photography students have 
opportunity to hire cameras at 
weekend to take photos on location to 
enrich portfolios. 
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Create ceramic poppies for 
Remembrance at Cheshunt Old Pond 
(through Broxbourne CC) – gain G-
involved hours 

 
 
In making these decisions, please consider the following questions: 
 

1. Is the intent of your subject curriculum clear and explicit? Have you identified the knowledge, vocabulary and skills 
learners should be developing in each year group? 

2. Do students have the time to cover topics in sufficient depth (mastery)? What do you currently teach which could be 
removed? 

3. Is the curriculum sufficiently ambitious for all? Consider the source materials/texts used. 
4. What are the foundations of knowledge/skills required at KS3, in order for successful study at KS4? Try not to be ‘shackled’ 

by this…consider the importance of learning beyond the specification 
5. What opportunities and experiences could/should students have while studying your subject? (including trips/visits and 

practical activities) 
6. How does your long-term curriculum planning promote the desired changes in long-term memory? (e.g. sequencing, low-

stakes testing, interleaving) 

7. How does your curriculum link to the local context? 

8. How does your curriculum link to relevant employment opportunities (related to your subject area)? 
9. What method(s) will you use to assess progress? Are there opportunities for students to produce an authentic, high-

quality, ‘final product’? 
10. How will you ensure students have opportunities to read, and develop their breadth of vocabulary in your subject? What 

vocabulary do you take time to develop explicitly? 

11. Are there any curriculum areas where colleagues require professional development? 


