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2nd September 2019 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers and Students 
 
Welcome back! I hope that you read this having had an excellent summer, enjoying all the extremes of the 
British weather. I am very excited about the start of the new academic year, and hope that this sense of 
excitement is shared by parents, and most importantly, students. 
 
I extend an especially warm welcome to all new students joining the Goffs community in Year 7 or Year 12. 
You are joining a very popular and successful school, with a team of expert, committed and highly 
supportive teachers and support staff.  
 
Exam Results 
 
I am delighted to confirm that students in both Year 11 and the Sixth Form achieved superb examination results. 

At Key Stage 4, student attainment in English and Maths far exceeded the national average, and one in every 

four grades issued was either a grade 7 or above, or a Distinction or Distinction*(equivalent to an A or A* 

grade). 

Nine students (Dilan Arikan, Shakyra Dharmakeerthi, Vinnie Gidden, Samin Hamid, Aidan Harris, James Martin, 

Jaden Rudd, Matthew Savidge and Isabelle Turner) achieved grade 9 (the highest possible grade) in at least five 

subjects, a truly incredible achievement. Congratulations also go to Dilan Arikan, Lissy Batt, Aston Bush, Dani 

Duerden, Ben Holdway, Tommy Kiki, Joshua Manning, James Martin, Matthew Savidge, Isabelle Turner and Sude 

Unlu who exceeded their target grade by an average of two grades or more in every subject. 

At Key Stage 5, students achieved a 100% pass rate, and half of all Vocational qualifications resulted in a 

Distinction or Distinction*. Around three quarters of the former Year 13 will now commence university or 

further education courses, including such exciting and wide-ranging courses as Law, History, Geography, Maths, 

Finance, Physics and Astrophysics, and Project Management for Construction. All students have confirmed 

destinations in further education, training or employment, including a number of students who will join 

prestigious employers on highly competitive apprenticeships. 

My congratulations go to all students; these results are the culmination of sustained hard work over several 

years, and are richly deserved.  

Staffing Update 
 
I am pleased to welcome the following colleagues to Goffs, each of whom brings a range of experience and 
expertise to our school: 
 

 Sarai Lyne   Teacher of English and Media 

 Martina Amadori  Teacher in charge of Italian 
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 Deverell Morris  Teacher of Business and Economics 

 Greg Inwood  Teacher of Science 

 Mike Toley   Vice Principal 

 Rafik Merabtene  Cover Supervisor 

 Hande Silay  Cover Supervisor 

 Lucy Makewell  Art Technician 
 

In addition, we welcome a number of Newly Qualified Teachers and School Direct trainees to Goffs, as part 
of our role as a lead training school for the region.  
 
For your information, the responsibilities of the Senior Leadership Team, and the Director of Learning for 
each year group, are listed below: 
 

 Caroline Legg  Vice Principal – Behaviour and Safeguarding 

 Mike Toley   Vice Principal – Curriculum and Achievement 

 Tom Cahill   Assistant Principal – Sixth Form 

 Sophie Enstone   Assistant Principal – Initial Teacher Training and Curriculum Enrichment 

 Peter Petrou  Assistant Principal - Data, Key Stage 3, Learning Plus/SEND 

 Laura Preston  Assistant Principal – Learning, Teaching and Research 

 Kate Dawson  Associate Assistant Principal – KS4 Raising Achievement and Vocational 

 Mark Holding  Associate Assistant Principal – Pastoral, Wellbeing and Mental Health 

 Cheryl Poag  Associate Assistant Principal – Aspiration and Opportunity 
 

 Year 7    Kelly McBride (SLT Link - Peter Petrou) 

 Year 8   Laura Huseyin (SLT Link - Laura Preston) 

 Year 9   Olivia Garner (SLT Link - Caroline Legg) 

 Year 10   Suzanne Alexander and Anne Marie Crabb (SLT Link - Sophie Enstone) 

 Year 11   Mark Holding (SLT Link - Mike Toley) 

 Year 12    Wendy Wilson (SLT Link - Tom Cahill) 

 Year 13   Karen Lawrence (SLT Link - Tom Cahill) 
 
 

Safeguarding 
 

We have exceptionally robust safeguarding procedures, as you would expect, to ensure that we keep all 
students safe. Students are regularly fully briefed on these procedures, including how to report any 
concerns they may have. Online safety for students is a crucially important part of this and remains high on 
our agenda. We will also include a safeguarding briefing for parents at each Parent Information evening. 
For information, our Designated Safeguarding Lead is Caroline Legg, Vice Principal. 
 
The Year Ahead 
 
Our purpose at Goffs is clear; to provide a rich range of learning opportunities and experiences, therefore 

enabling students: 
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 to develop a powerful range of knowledge, vocabulary and skills 

 to develop as confident, responsible, and articulate learners and citizens 

 to reveal and develop their inner strengths, and to thrive at school and beyond 
 
Consistently high quality learning and teaching will always be at the heart of what we do. In addition, every 
year we update our school strategic development plan (SDP), based on feedback from students, parents 
and staff. The SDP for 2019-20, along with a plan written and owned by our Student Leadership group, is 
available on our website (https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/272/school-development-plan). The key foci 
which underpin this plan are: 

 

 Ensure our curriculum provides the best opportunities to develop transferable knowledge and 
skills   

 Ensure consistently exemplary behaviour, and recognise students’ achievements  

 Ensure a wider range of opportunities and experiences to promote students’ personal 
development  

 Ensure we embed a culture of wellbeing for all  
 
Expectations of Students 
 
I make no apology for the fact that we have very high expectations of all students at Goffs. Indeed, these 
high expectations underpin the successful outcomes of our students. Whilst much of the information below 
will not be new for existing parents, it is worth reiterating. 
 
The school has an extremely clear Behaviour for Learning and Rewards policy. This is underpinned by the 
firm belief that students have a right to learn, and teachers to teach, without undue disruption. In sending 
your child to be educated at Goffs, it is implicitly understood between us that parents understand and 
support the school’s line and policy on behaviour.  
 
We expect all Goffs students to try their best, and to be kind, polite and respectful to all. Where students 
behave in a way that does not meet expectations, the school’s policy will be applied, and this can ultimately 
result in the permanent removal of a child’s place. As always, if you feel that the school’s expectations of 
behaviour do not fit with your personal ethos or that of your child, it remains your right to have your child 
educated in a school whose policies you do agree with. We thank you in advance for your active and 
committed support of these expectations, having chosen to send your child here. 
 
Students at Goffs wear their uniform with pride; we ensure that the standard of our uniform is exceptional. 
If students do not meet the uniform requirements, they will be required to work in isolation until the 
correct uniform is in place. For girls this includes skirts that must be at knee length minimum, please, with 
no false nails. All students need to wear black leather shoes; trainers are not permitted. If any parent is 
having financial difficulties purchasing uniform, please do not hesitate to contact the Finance team for 
further advice and support. 
 
In addition, a reminder that as part of ensuring that students are in school on time and outside classrooms 
ready to make a prompt start to learning at 8.30am, students must arrive in school no later than 8.27am. 

https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/272/school-development-plan
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Any student arriving after 8.27am (or arriving late to any lesson throughout the day), will need to serve a C3 
(45 minute) detention at 3.00pm the following day.  
 
Students are also expected to arrive to school fully equipped – with a pen, pencil, ruler, calculator and a 
reading book on them at all times. This year, students will also be required to carry a small vocabulary 
booklet with them at all times, as part of a strategy to ensure students develop a wide breadth of more 
advanced vocabulary. Reading books are available to loan from the School Learning Resource Centre (LRC). 
In addition you will find reading lists for each year group on our website 
(http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/339/reading-activities). 
 
With regard to attendance, there is powerful evidence to indicate that high levels of attendance greatly 
improve the chance of success at school. I am grateful for the support of the vast majority of parents in 
ensuring that time is not missed from school, exceptional circumstances aside. Due to government 
legislation, Headteachers no longer have the authority to grant any absence in term time unless there are 
exceptional circumstances.  
 
Finally, a reminder that students are not permitted to use mobile phones (or headphones) on the school 
site, within or outside of the building, at any point. Sixth Form students will be permitted to bring their 
phones into school, but use will only be permitted before or after school, or during break and lunch time. 

 
Parental Communication 
 
I strongly believe that clear communication between home and school is beneficial for our students. You 
are welcome to contact staff directly, and all staff email addresses are made available on our website 
(https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/1165/staff-contact-details). If you have concerns of any kind, please let us 
know; we can work together to resolve them. 
 
A weekly newsletter will be sent to all parents every Friday. In addition, the SIMS Parent App is a very 
useful way to receive ‘live’ information about your son or daughter. If you do not already have an account 
setup, please contact helpdesk@goffs.herts.sch.uk . Please note that year 7 account information will be 
provided at the Parent Information evening on 5th September. 
 
All home learning will be listed on Doddle, to enable parents to monitor tasks set for students. 
 
Parent Information Evenings 
 
There will be a Parent Information Evening for each individual year group – the times of each evening are 
listed below: 
 

 Thursday 5th September – Year 7 (6.00pm) 

 Monday 9th September – Year 10 (6.00pm) and Year 11 (7.00pm) 

 Tuesday 10th September – Year 8 (6.00pm) and Year 9 (7.00pm) 

 Thursday 12th September – Year 12 and 13 (6.00pm) 
 

  

http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/339/reading-activities
https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/1165/staff-contact-details
mailto:helpdesk@goffs.herts.sch.uk
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GDPR 
 
Following the introduction of new Data Protection laws last year, we are required to gain explicit 
permission to keep your son/daughter’s data, and to renew this each academic year. Maintaining data is 
essential for us to run effectively and safely as a school. I attach a copy of a Parent/Carer Consent 
Agreement as well as a Student Consent Agreement. As per the guidelines, we ask parents/carers for 
students in Year 7 to complete the agreement on their behalf, but for students in Year 8 or above, we will 
be asking students to complete the agreement themselves. Students in all years will be briefed on the 
meaning of the agreement prior to being asked to sign it, as well as given guidance as to how to ensure 
they are sensible with their personal data in their everyday lives. Please could parents/carers of students 
in Year 7 complete the form and return via your son/daughter’s Learning Manager ASAP, but by Friday 
13th September at the latest. You can find further details on how we manage data on our website. If you 
have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support. I look forward to working with you throughout the year ahead. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Mark Ellis 
Principal 
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Dear Parent/Carer 

Parental Consent for use of your child’s data 

 

Name of child: ……………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………….. 

Please note: From around the age of 12 and upwards, the law recognises children’s own rights to have a say in how 

their personal information is used – including images. Therefore we will seek the consent of your child to use their 

images at the start of Year 8 and will respect their data rights where they have the capacity to make their own decisions 

in relation to their data. When a student has sufficient understanding to make the decision for themselves, whilst we 

may take into account any parental preference expressed, we will make a decision based on the best interests of the 

child, after careful consideration of the circumstances and the data rights of the child. 

Use of Images 

Goffs Academy is obliged to comply with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 

when we take or publish images of our students. We make various uses of images of students during their time at 

school (see our Student Privacy Notice and Data Protection Policy). Some of these are necessary for administration 

and the safety of students, such as CCTV and security. Media uses, including photos of students at work or playing 

games, may include our website or as part of the School’s prospectus or magazine. 

Please indicate below if you consent for the time being to your child's image being used in school media. Where 

appropriate (owing to the student’s age or nature of the use), we will also seek the consent of your child before 

publishing any image where your child is a particular focus of the shot, or identified by name, but not usually when 

included as part of a larger group or team shot. 

Please tick as appropriate: 

I consent to photographs (printed and digital) and video recordings of my child being used in school media for the 

purposes of school marketing, promotion and communications via the following methods:  

□        In school publications e.g. Prospectus, Newsletters, magazines, on the School’s website, on various school 

social networking and or photograph/video sharing platforms (e.g. Facebook, Twitter feed, Instagram etc.) 

and shared with third party journalists for their own journalistic purposes 

 Please note that we will usually seek your specific consent where we wish to publish your child’s image together with 

their name.   

 You may withdraw consent at any time in the future, subject to the notice below*. If you object to such uses until 

further notice, please indicate below.  
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OR:  

□       No, I object to all non-essential uses of my child’s image without specific consent. 

In ensuring we can give effect to your wishes, it will also assist us if you are able to give reasons (optional):  

........................................................................................................................................................ 

*Please be aware that objecting as above will not necessarily mean that the School will not continue to process images 

of your child that are either necessary for administration of the School, or separately consented to by your child, or 

where the School requires it and is otherwise lawfully entitled to do so.  

It may not be possible to change already printed publications, such as a school magazine or prospectus, or third party 

publications (for example where we have placed an advert or provided an image to a newspaper). Please see our 

Student Privacy Notice and Data Protection Policy for further details. 

Use of Biometrics 

In accordance with the Protection of Freedoms Act 2012, the School requires your consent to take and use information 

from your child's fingerprint as part of an automated biometric recognition system. This biometric information will be 

used by the School for the provision of cashless catering. 

The data that is held will not be used by any other organisation for any other purpose, except solely as necessary for 

the purposes stated above, or if, for example, if the School's IT or security providers need to process the information, 

and the School will not use the biometric information for any reason other than those stated above. Please see the 

School's Student Privacy Notice and Data Protection Policy for further information about how the School uses your 

child's personal data generally. 

If you object to the use of your child's biometric data in this way, the School will provide a workaround to the system 

without using biometrics. Once your child stops using the biometric recognition system, their biometric information 

will be securely deleted by the School in accordance with the Information Commissioner's guidance. 

(i) Parental consent to use of biometric data under the Protection of Freedoms Act 2012 

Please indicate below if you understand the above and are happy to consent for the time being to your child's biometric 

data being used in the above ways. 

Your consent will continue until the child either leaves the School or stops using the system. You may withdraw consent 

at any time in the future by contacting the school office in writing. 

□                    Yes, I understand and consent to the above 

□                    No, I do not give my consent to the above 
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If you object to such uses until further notice, please indicate below. In ensuring we can give effect to your wishes, it 

will also assist us if you are able to give reasons. 

Reasons: ......................................................................................................................................  

Please note that under the GDPR and Data Protection Act 2018, the consent of your child will also be sought (where 

they have the capacity to give their consent).  If your child does not have capacity, under the GDPR and Data 

Protection Act 2018 we will seek and rely on your consent to processing their data for the purpose of the cashless 

catering service:  

(ii) Parental consent to use of biometric data under the GDPR and Data Protection Act 2018 

  

Please indicate below if you consent to us processing your child’s biometrics for the above purposes and as set out 

in the School's Student Privacy Notice / Data Protection Policy.  

□                    Yes, I give my consent to the School processing my child’s biometrics for the  

above purposes. 

 

□                    No, I do not give my consent to the School processing my child’s biometrics for  

                        the above purposes. 

  

Student Support Services 

We may share personal data relating to your child with the school’s student support services, for the purpose of 

further supporting your child (for example Place2Be, counselling, mentoring support). Please indicate below if you 

are happy for your child’s details to be shared for this purpose: 

  

□                    Yes, I consent to the above 

□                    No, I do not consent to the above 

Please ensure you tick yes or no to every statement above. 

  

Please note that there may be occasions when we will share your child’s personal information with other third 

parties. For example, where we wish to provide you with some additional support in school. We may not always 

need your consent to do so (for example, in some instances, safeguarding concerns may mean that we do not need 

to contact parents prior to providing information to Social Services). Where we do need your consent, we will always 

ask for your permission before we share their information.  
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Further detail about when we may share your personal information with others can be found in the Student Privacy 

Notice and Data Protection Policy.  

  

Signed                          ......................................................................... 

 

PRINT NAME                ......................................................................... 

 

Relationship to child    ......................................................................... 

 

Date                             ......................................................................... 

  

We would also ask that you discuss this with your child to ensure s/he is aware of your decisions. 
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Student Consent Form 

Use of Images 

Goffs Academy (referred to in this document as ‘We’ or ‘the School’) must comply with data protection law when we 

take or publish images of you. We use your images during your time at the School for different reasons. Further details 

of this can be found in our Student Privacy Notice and Data Protection Policy on the website. Some of these are 

necessary for administration and the safety of you in school, such as CCTV and security. Other purposes include using 

photos of you at work or playing games, which may be included on our website or as part of the School prospectus or 

newsletters.  

This form is for you to indicate if you understand and are happy to consent for the time being to your image being used 

in the way described below. Please tick as appropriate:- 

Yes I am happy for my photographs (printed and digital) and video recordings of me to be used in school media for 

the purposes of school marketing, promotion and communications in the following ways:  

□        In school publications e.g. Prospectus, Newsletters, newsletters, on the School’s website, on various school 

social networking and or photograph/video sharing platforms (e.g. Facebook, Twitter feed, Instagram etc.) and 

shared with third party journalists for their own journalistic purposes 

  

You may withdraw your consent at any time in the future, but please be aware that it may only be possible to remove 

online images and we cannot change printed materials once published.  If you change your mind, please speak to your 

learning manager or student support.  

If we wish to use your name with your image, we may also ask you if you are happy for us to do so. 

OR:  

□        No, I object to all non-essential uses of my image without my specific consent. 

Please be aware that we will not always seek your permission to use your images, for example where necessary for 

the running of the School (such as a security or CCTV). Please see our Student Privacy Notice for further details. 

Use of biometrics 

If you agree, we will use your fingerprint as part of an automated biometric recognition system for the provision 

cashless catering. 

We will not use, or permit another organisation to use, your fingerprint for any other purpose, except for cashless 

catering, or where, for example, the School's IT or security providers need to process the information. Please see the 
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School's Student Privacy Notice and Data Protection Policy for further information about how the School uses your 

personal information including your fingerprint biometrics. 

If you do not wish to participate in the fingerprint cashless catering, we will not use your fingerprint in this way and 

we will provide a workaround to the system without using your fingerprint. If you refuse to participate, this will 

override any consent from your parent(s).  

Once you stop using the biometric recognition system, your fingerprint biometric information will be securely deleted 

by the School. 

Please confirm that you understand the above: 

□        Yes, I understand that I can object or refuse to allow the School to use my biometric fingerprints to be taken 

and used in the way described above 

We would also like to obtain your agreement that we may use your fingerprint for the purpose(s) we have described 

above:  

□        Yes, I am happy and consent to the School processing my biometrics/fingerprints for cashless catering 

□        No, I do not give my consent to the School processing my biometrics/fingerprints for cashless catering. 

  

 

Student Support Services 

We may wish to share your personal information with the school’s student support services. This is so that the school 

can use extra support services to support you (for example Place2Be, counselling, and mentoring support).Please 

indicate below if you are happy for your details to be shared with Youth Connexions for this purpose: 

□                      Yes, I consent to the above 

□                      No, I do not consent to the above 

Please note that there may be occasions when we will share your personal information with other third parties. For 

example, where we wish to provide you with some additional support in school. We may not always need your consent 

to do so (for example, in some instances, safeguarding concerns may mean that we do not need to liaise with you or 

your parents/carers prior to providing information to Social Services.) Where we do need your consent, we will always 

ask for your permission before we share your information.  

Further detail about when we may share your personal information with others can be found in the Student Privacy 

Notice and Data Protection Policy.  
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Please sign below on completion of this form: 

 

NAME:                         ......................................................................... 

 

FORM:                         ......................................................................... 

 

SIGNATURE:                ......................................................................... 

 

DATE OF BIRTH:          ......................................................................... 

 

 

 


