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4th January 2022 
 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
I hope you read this having had a restful and enjoyable Christmas period. We look forward to 
welcoming students back to school this week for the start of the new term. 
 
You will be aware from wider news coverage in recent days, that the Government has issued additional 
guidance to schools regarding arrangements in January. 
 
Before the Christmas holidays, I wrote to you to highlight the measures which would be in place to 
minimise the risk of Covid-19 transmission in school, and to enable the school to remain open for face-
to-face learning – this remains our priority.  
 
In addition to the measures previously outlined, and in line with governmental guidance, all students 
will be required to wear face coverings in classrooms, as well as in all indoor communal areas. This 
applies to all students, other than those who are medically exempt. This is a temporary measure, 
which will be reviewed by the Government on 26th January 2022. 
 
We will maintain ventilation in classrooms by keeping windows open where this is reasonably possible. 
Temporarily, and given the colder weather conditions outside, students are welcome to wear a plain 
jumper, PE tracksuit top, fleece, or gilet, in the school building, including in classrooms. Students will 
not be permitted to wear a full outdoor coat or hoody within the school building. 
 
As you are aware, we will be carrying out Covid testing between 5th and 7th January 2022, as students 
return to school – as a reminder, the details of dates on which students should return to school, and 
when testing will take place, are below. 
 
In addition to this on-site testing, all students should take a lateral flow test at home, the day before 
returning to school. 
 
For those year groups who do not return to face-to-face lessons in school on 5th January, a reminder 
that students must attend all lessons remotely on Teams until their return date, as per their usual 
timetable. 
 

Wednesday 5th 
January 

Year 10, 11 and 13 attend school, and attend lessons as normal, taking their 
Covid test during the day. 
 
Year 7, 8, 9 and 12 – join online lessons in line with students’ usual timetable, 
on Teams. 
 

Thursday 6th 
January  
 

Year 7 and 9 attend school, and attend lessons as normal, taking their Covid 
test during the day. 
 
Year 10, 11 and 13 attend school as normal. 
 
Year 8 and 12 – join online lessons in line with usual timetable, on Teams. 
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Friday 7th 
January 
 

Year 8 and 12 attend school, and attend lessons as normal, taking their Covid 
test during the day. 
 
Year 7, 9, 10, 11, and 13 attend school as normal. 
 

 
On their first day back in school, students should arrive in full school uniform, by 8.27am as 
normal. They will be in timetabled lessons throughout the day, and will have an allocated time 
slot for testing during that day.  
 
I appreciate that many parents may breathe a weary sigh upon receiving another letter from me 
outlining arrangements relating to Covid – which I would fully understand! I emphasise that all 
measures are in place to ensure students are able to return to in-person learning in school.  
 
Finally, it is likely that there will be further changes to guidance and arrangements in school 
over the coming weeks. I will continue to monitor the situation (both nationally, and within our 
school) daily, and will remain in communication with you regarding any further changes. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Mark Ellis 
Principal 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


