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10th July 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers and Students 
 
I hope you are well, as I write to you on the penultimate Friday of the summer term. Thank you to all the 
students who have taken part in our virtual Sports Week this week! 
 
September Arrangements 
 
Since the governmental guidance for schools regarding re-opening in full in September 2020 was published 
on 2nd July, we have undertaken much planning. We are implementing arrangements to minimise the risk 
of transmission of coronavirus, and which also enable us to provide a full, high-quality educational 
experience for all students, many of whom will be returning to school for the first time since March. 
 
As Alison Garner, Executive Principal, highlighted in her most recent letter to parents, this is an extremely 
complex task. Whilst I will lay out in this letter the very broad overarching principles which have driven our 
planning, I will not include specific details of all arrangements in this letter. Next week I will write again, 
including more detail. 
 
Our arrangements will include: 
 

 A requirement that all people who are ill stay at home 

 Active engagement with NHS Test and Trace 

 Staggered arrival and departure times for different year groups, and designated entrance points 
when more than one year group arrives at the same time 

 Staggered break and lunch provision for different year groups, in designated areas of the school 

 Designated ‘zones’ of the school for each year group. All lessons which take place in a general 
classroom (i.e. those which do not require specialist teaching facilities) will take place within that 
zone. This will greatly reduce the number of students required to move around the school between 
lessons 

 Designated routes around the school for each year group 

 Adapting classroom layouts to ensure that desks are all facing forward (and in those rooms where 
this is not possible, arranging alternative strategies to reduce risk) 

 Maintaining ventilation in classrooms and all other spaces where possible 

 Minimising large gatherings of students – for example by delivering assemblies ‘virtually’ initially 

 Reviewing Sixth Form attendance procedures, allowing greater flexibility for students to leave the 
site when not in a lesson or timetabled study period 

 Measures to enable staff to maintain distance from colleagues and students as much as possible 

 Minimising the sharing of resources between students of different year groups, and where this is 
not possible ensuring frequent and thorough cleaning between uses 

 Reviewing our curriculum plans (particularly in practical subject areas) to enable and support this 

 Robust measures to ensure hand and respiratory hygiene. As part of this, all students will be 
required to use sanitiser when they arrive at school, when they return from breaks, when they 
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change rooms, and before and after eating. We will also continue to promote the ‘Catch It, Bin It, 
Kill It’ routine as part of appropriate hygiene measures 

 An enhanced cleaning rota, particularly of contact points, all toilets, and of catering spaces 
following break and lunchtimes 

 Reducing the number of external visitors to the school, unless absolutely essential 
 

Full uniform expectations will apply. In communication next week, I will provide more specific details 
regarding the structure of the school day, and zoning arrangements, as well as confirming start dates for 
each year group to return in September. 
 
I genuinely look forward to being able to welcome students back into school in September. 

 
In School Provision (Year 10 and 12) 
 
Year 10 in-school provision will change slightly next week, to enable time for option subject provision in 
school. Therefore, it is likely that the designated day(s) for each student to attend will have changed. Please 
refer to Mr Toley’s letter to all Year 10 parents for specific details. 
 
Year 12 provision continues as per the previously published timetable. 

 
Remote Learning (Year 7 to 9) 

 
All students in Year 7 to 9 will continue with their updated remote learning timetable, including a daily 
online lesson (either a pre-recorded video lesson, or a live lesson via Teams), taking place every day at 
10.30am. If the lesson is taking place via Teams, teachers will contact students directly via their school 
email address. Other remote learning tasks will continue to be posted on Doddle, with a summary being 
posted on the website as usual (https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/1629/remote-learning-for-all-year-groups-
1).  

 
Summer Holiday Arrangements 
 
I can confirm that the school will be closed throughout the summer holiday period. Despite much work 
happening remotely rather than in school, this is a valuable and necessary time for staff and students to 
rest, and return refreshed in September. 
 
For students in Year 11, 12 and 13, I will write separately regarding full details of arrangements for Results 
Days in August. 

 
Free School Meal Arrangements During Summer 
 
Following the lobbying from Marcus Rashford, the Government has announced that they will continue to fund 
Free School Meals over the summer break. All families who are eligible for Free School Meals will receive a £90 
voucher per child to cover the summer break. For families who have been receiving the weekly food parcels, 
these will not continue over the summer break and those families will be given a £90 voucher for their child. 
 

https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/1629/remote-learning-for-all-year-groups-1
https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/1629/remote-learning-for-all-year-groups-1
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Safeguarding Message 
 
We have been made aware of ‘challenges’ which are circulating via social media, in which young people are 
encouraged to undertake various tasks. The initial ‘tasks’ are often small and harmless but can then 
progress into tasks which are highly dangerous. I highlight this here as a reminder to students to be vigilant 
and careful when using social media, and to parents to enable close monitoring. If you have any specific 
questions or concerns, please contact myself or Mr Petrou. 

 
Yours faithfully 
 

  
 
Mark Ellis 
Principal 


