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30th November 2022 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I am writing today with various updates, but firstly to share news of excellent feedback which the school 
received regarding our Safeguarding procedures. 
 
Excellence in Safeguarding 
 
As you know, the school has robust safeguarding procedures in place, including by educating our students 
on how best to keep themselves safe. Earlier this month, we arranged for an external review of our 
Safeguarding procedures. The rigorous review included meetings with students and staff members, 
including from the Safeguarding Team, as well as the Trustee with oversight of Safeguarding. This also 
included a review of the school’s safeguarding records, as well as seeing students around the school. 
Following the review, we are pleased to announce that we have received the Platinum Award for 
Safeguarding – the highest level of recognition available. The review highlighted that: 
 
‘The academy has robust and effective safeguarding arrangements in place. Leaders are focused on pupils’ 
safety and staff have an excellent understanding of safeguarding. As a result, pupils feel safe, well cared for 
and suitably supervised.’ 
 
‘Staff are trained in safeguarding as appropriate, and fortnightly safeguarding debriefings ensure that staff 
have remarkably high levels of understanding of what safeguarding entails through the close focus on 
different areas of safeguarding.’ 
 
‘All pupils stated that they felt safe in the academy because staff cared about their safety, and they knew 
who to speak to if they had a problem.’ 
 
We are very pleased with this feedback but continue to be highly vigilant to any concerns. A reminder that 
should you have any concerns regarding the safety or wellbeing of any student, these can be raised by the 
‘Report Safeguarding’ button (at the top of all pages of the school website) or by contacting any member of 
the school Safeguarding Team. 
 
Uniform Expectations 
 
We have extremely high expectations with regard to students’ uniform; this is an important part of 
students being ready to learn and being part of the Goffs Academy community. 
 
A reminder that no jewellery (other than a watch or one pair of discreet stud earrings worn in the lobe of 
the ear only) should be worn, and that make-up, false eyelashes, or false nails, are not permitted.  
I would like to thank parents for your ongoing support with this. 
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Communication Between Home and School 
 
We know that effective communication between the school and parents is extremely important, and 
parents will often contact members of staff directly by email. 
If you contact the school with a query, the expectation is that you will receive a response within one 
working day. This may be an acknowledgement of your query, which then requires more time before 
further communication with additional detail. 
 
I would ask all parents to be considerate of the fact that staff are not expected to access email outside of 
usual working hours. Moreover, the majority of staff will be teaching, or working directly with students, for 
most of their working day. It is not reasonable, therefore, to request an immediate response to an email 
query, as has been the case on a small number of occasions.  
 
Upcoming Events 
 
Finally, as we approach the end of term and festive period, we have a number of exciting events taking 
place in school. Notably, this includes our school production of Matilda, which is the school show this year – 
students have been working hard in rehearsals for several weeks, and I am excited to see the final 
performances. 
 
Performances take place on Thursday 8th and Friday 9th December; tickets are selling rapidly, and can be 
purchased on Wisepay, or in the Dining Room at lunchtime throughout this week. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Mark Ellis 
Principal 
 

 

 


