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28th April 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Online Learning Day: Tuesday 25th May 2021 
 
As you will know, external examinations are not taking place this year, due to the disruption caused by  
Covid-19.  
 
Students in Year 11 and 13 will receive grades, based on teachers’ assessments of the standard at which they 
are currently performing. There is much work being done at present, by students and teachers, to prepare 
for and complete assessments, the results of which will inform those grade decisions. 
 
The marking and moderation of these assessments, which in a ‘normal’ year would be undertaken by exam 
boards, is now being completed in full by teachers in school. You will understand that this is a significant 
additional workload for school staff, encompassing several thousand individual grades across both exam 
cohorts. 
 
I have been very clear with all staff and students, that we will ensure the process of determining teacher 
assessed grades is undertaken with care, integrity, and rigour. Moderation of each of the thousands of 
grades that are awarded is essential as part of ensuring a robust and fair process. This moderation will take 
place within and across Departments, with each grade receiving a final scrutiny and check by senior staff. In 
order to provide time for this level of detailed moderation, the school will hold an additional online learning 
day for students in all year groups, on Tuesday 25th May 2021. 
 
Students will not attend school on this date. Activities for all lessons that day will be provided online and 
should be accessed via Doddle. It is essential that students complete all online lessons and activities, in line 
with their normal timetable – this will be monitored closely, and parents will be alerted if students do not 
access and complete the required activities. This work will also be reviewed and assessed by teachers in their 
next timetabled lesson for each subject. If there are any ICT issues which may prevent your son/daughter 
accessing online learning on that date, please contact me urgently, to enable us to help resolve such issues. 
 
I hope you will appreciate the truly exceptional circumstances for this year’s exam cohorts. The work 
required to determine grade decisions is of paramount importance, and this time will enable the very 
thorough marking, moderation and careful consideration which is essential to that. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Mark Ellis 
Principal 


