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26th February 2021 
 

 
Dear Parents/Carers 

 
I am very pleased that we will shortly be able to welcome students back into school following the extended 
period of school closure. 
 
I am writing to confirm the arrangements which will be in place to enable this. Many of the arrangements which 
have been in place since September to reduce the risk of transmission of Covid-19, will remain in place and are 
unchanged. There are, however, some changes. I appreciate that this is a lengthy letter, containing much 
information; I would strongly encourage you to read through this in full, and to discuss it with your child(ren), so 
they are well informed and prepared before they arrive in school. 
 
Return Date 
 
To minimise the risk of transmission, and in particular to identify any asymptomatic cases of Covid-19, all 
students (for whom consent is provided) will be offered 3 tests, 3 to 5 days apart. 
 
Alongside all other risk reduction measures, asymptomatic testing is a critical tool to help mitigate the 
transmission of Covid-19. As well as reducing that risk, I hope that this will reduce the need for students to self-
isolate, as a result of being a contact of a confirmed positive case. Many students, who have been accessing our 
in-school provision in recent weeks, have been regularly tested in school. All students who have been involved 
in this testing have found the process to be straightforward and have welcomed the reassurance which comes 
from access to routine testing. 
 
It is not feasible to test all students in one day. Therefore, we will operate a staggered return to school, with 
lessons in school starting from 8th March. The date when each year group should return to school, is listed 
below. Please note that testing is planned for Thursday 4th and Friday 5th March, to enable as many students as 
possible to be tested before we resume lessons in the building. 
 

 Thursday 4th March 
o Year 11, 12 and 13 only (in for testing only, at specified time, then return home) 

 

 Friday 5th March 
o Year 9 and 10 only (in for testing only, at specified time, then return home) 

 

 Monday 8th March 
o Year 9 to 13 (arrive at normal time, lessons in school) 
o Year 7 and 8 (arrive at specified time for testing, then return home) 
o Please note that all students are required to wear full school uniform, from Monday 8th March 

 

 Tuesday 9th March 
o All students arrive in school at normal time, as below 
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On the day they return to lessons in school, students in Year 7 to 9 must be in school no later than 8.27am, as 
per our usual procedures, to enable ATM to start promptly at 8.30am. Students in Year 10 and 11 must be in 
school no later than 8.57am, to enable Period 1 to start promptly at 9.00am. 
These arrangements will allow us to ensure that all students (who consent to testing) will have a confirmed 
negative test result, before returning to lessons in school. I hope this provide reassurance to students and 
parents. 
 
Testing in school will continue, to enable all year groups to have their second and third tests, each 3 to 5 days 
apart. The table below outlines which year groups will be tested each day.  
 

Date 
 

Year Groups Testing Who Else In? 

Thursday 4th  Year 11, 12, 13 Critical Worker provision only 

Friday 5th  Year 9 and 10 Critical Worker provision only 

   

   

Monday 8th Year 7 and 8 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 

Tuesday 9th Year 11, 12 and 13 ALL 

Wednesday 10th Year 9 and 10 ALL 

Thursday 11th Year 7 and 8 ALL 

Friday 12th Year 11, 12 and 13 ALL 

   

   

Monday 15th Year 9 and 10 ALL 

Tuesday 16th Year 7 and 8 ALL 

 
 
Covid-19 Testing (In-School Testing) 
 

 Testing is voluntary, although it is strongly encouraged, and is an important addition to the measures 
already in place to reduce the risk of transmission of Covid-19 

 For their first test, students will come to school purely for this test and then return home. Students will 
not remain in school while waiting for their test result. They will be given a specific appointment time to 
arrive for testing. It is vital that students arrive at their designated time. I will write again to advise 
students of their designated arrival time, for this first test 

 Upon arrival at their appointment time, students will be guided straight to the Testing Centre (located in 
the Sports Hall) 

 Testing will take place using a Lateral Flow Device, and students will complete a supervised throat and 
nasal swab. Students will be given full guidance by a trained testing operative, and additional school 
staff will be on hand to support students if needed. I will share full instructions, and a video 
demonstrating the step-by-step process, in further communication next week 

 Once students are familiar with the process, testing is quite straightforward 

 Please note that if a student receives a ‘void’ result, they will be asked to return to school to repeat their 
test 
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 For those in Year 7 and 8, who will complete their first test on Monday 8th March, students will also 
return home immediately after testing 

 Please note that there is no capacity for parents to park and wait on-site. If travelling to school for 
testing by car, please arrange a convenient point off site to meet your child following their test 

 If a student receives a positive test, they will be informed directly (to the mobile number provided on 
the Consent Form when registering to test). The student will need to self-isolate in line with NHS 
guidance. We will also contact parents directly, regarding any positive test 

 Those students testing on 4th and 5th March are not required to wear school uniform, as in-school 
lessons will not have resumed 

 From 8th March, all students should attend school in full school uniform, including Year 7 and 8 students 
who will be in school for testing only  

 After students have received their first negative test, they should attend school every day, arriving at 
the usual start time, as stated above. The dates on which students will receive their second and third 
tests, are also outlined in the table above 

 Please note that if students have received a positive test for Covid-19 within the last 90 days, they are 
exempt from testing, in line with public health guidance. However, if a student to whom this applies 
chooses to take a test, they will be required to self-isolate if they receive a positive test result  

 As noted above, testing is voluntary, although it is strongly encouraged. If consent is not provided, 
students will not be tested. Students should return to school (on the specified return date for their year 
group) even if they decide not to take part in testing  

 
The asymptomatic testing programme does not replace the current expectations for those with symptoms. If 
students have any symptoms of Covid-19, they should self-isolate immediately and are advised to arrange a PCR 
test. 
 
 
Consent for Testing 
 
All students, regardless of their age, will need a parent/carer to complete a consent form for testing. Details of 
our Privacy Notice are attached to this letter. 
 
Please complete the online form, to indicate whether or not consent is provided, and to provide additional 
required information, via the following link (Online Consent Form). Please complete the form, even if you do 
not consent to testing, to avoid the school needing to follow up for a response. You will understand just what 
a complex process this testing is with almost 1,600 students in the school, and your help with returning 
paperwork promptly will make a huge difference. 
 
Please complete the form by 9.00am on Tuesday 2nd March. Thank you in advance for your co-operation in 
this regard. 
 
Students who have already completed a test in the current in-school provision do not need to recomplete this 
consent form.  
 
When completing the test in school, students in Year 9 and above, will be able to register on their mobile 
phones in the test centre, and receive the results directly. Students will be permitted to use their mobile phone 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=tVSjSRlpJEWzFGV-E1P8XWyTUB1263ZKrNpGtekNWOxUN0k0NktNUTZOMFE4WlBONkhQNDRSR09DTC4u
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during the day, for the purpose of registering to test only, and are requested to bring their mobile phone with 
them, if they have one and are happy to do so. 
 
The results for students in Year 7 and 8 will go directly to the parental contact named on the consent form. 
 
 
Online Learning 
 

 Remote learning, following a full timetable of live lessons, will continue until Friday 5th March (Year 9 to 
13) and Monday 8th March (Year 7 and 8) 

 Please note that on Wednesday 3rd March only, online learning resources will be provided on Doddle 
for all timetabled lessons. Live lessons will not take place on this date, to enable staff to undertake 
testing and prepare for a return to in-school teaching 

 I also highlight that students will not have an online ATM session on Monday 1st March, to enable an 
extended staff briefing. Students should join their timetabled live lesson at 9.00am, on this date 
 

 
Covid-19 Testing (Home Testing) 
 

 After students have completed 3 asymptomatic tests in school, they will be supplied with Lateral Flow 
Device (LFD) test kits, and will be asked to self-swab and test themselves twice a week at home 

 As home test kits will not be provided until students have completed 3 asymptomatic tests, I will 
provide full guidance regarding home testing, in future communication, including a video guide to help 
you 

 Senior school staff are now well versed in LFD testing and how to do it, and will provide as much advice 
as we can as you initially start home testing. Our experience is that it is nowhere near as difficult or 
complex as it can first appear 
 

 
Face Coverings 
 
Prior to school closure, in the lead up to Christmas, all students were required to wear face coverings when 
moving around school and in indoor communal areas. Updated guidance for schools recommends that face 
coverings should also be worn in classrooms, unless social distancing can be maintained. 
 
Therefore, students will be required to wear face coverings throughout the school day, except when they are 
outside, or when seated to eat or drink, in their designated catering space. Students who have advised us of 
their exemption from wearing a face covering, will be issued with a card to indicate this, which should be worn 
with their lanyard at all times. Such exemption cards must be visible at all times.  
 
All other arrangements, which were previously in place during the autumn term, remain in place. Full details 
accompany this letter. 
 
We look forward to welcoming students back into school, and I hope students will be excited to resume their lessons 
in person. The testing programme is an important way to enable us to bring students back into the building, while  
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minimising risk. Our priority has been, and continues to be, providing an environment in which students are happy, 
safe and able to successfully focus on their learning. As stated above, I will write with additional details, and 
particularly to confirm the designated arrival time for each student for their first day of testing, next week. 
Yours faithfully 

 

 
 

Mark Ellis 
Principal 


