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12th March 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Return to School, and Testing Update 
 
I have been truly delighted to welcome students back to school this week, and it has been a pleasure to see 
students getting back into learning in the classroom. There has been a real buzz around the building, and it is 
clear that students are genuinely excited to be back. I am also encouraged by the extremely high level of 
attendance we have seen throughout this week. 
 
Thank you for your support, in enabling the overwhelming majority of students to have a Covid-19 test upon 
their return to school. I know this additional measure has provided reassurance for many parents. The final 
day of in-school testing will be Tuesday 16th March, at which point approximately 4,000 tests will have been 
carried out. 
 
I have been really impressed by, and proud of, the way students have conducted themselves on their return 
to school. In particular, students have been mature and unflappable throughout the testing process, which is 
to their credit. 

 
Home Testing 
 
Following their third Covid test in school, students will then move to home testing. All students who have 
participated in the in-school testing, will be provided with home test kits when they take their third and final 
test in school. 
 
If you have not provided consent for your son/daughter to participate in testing in school, but you would like 
them to carry out tests at home, please email nwo@goffs.herts.sch.uk, so a test kit can be provided. 
 
Students will be provided with 2 test kit boxes, containing 3 tests each. Students should test twice each 
week, 3 to 5 days apart. I suggest students follow the routine of testing every Wednesday and Sunday 
(afternoon/evening, before returning to school the next day). Therefore, the initial 6 tests should be used to 
test at the following times: 
 

 Week beginning 15th March 2021 – 2 tests 

 Week beginning 22nd March 2021 – 2 tests 

 Sunday 11th April 2021. It is vital that students retain one test to be used on this date, before 
returning to school after the Easter holidays, on Monday 12th April 

 
Students will have one test remaining, providing a spare, in case a test needs to be repeated. 
 
The majority of the process is identical to the in-school testing, and students have become well-practised and 
confident in this. Detailed instructions for home testing accompany this letter and are provided with each kit.  
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In addition, a video demonstrating the home testing process is available here. I look forward to seeing the 
offers for TV and film work rolling in…!  
 
There is an additional guidance video, from Durham University, which can be found here.  
 
Each test kit contains detailed instructions regarding how to report the result to the NHS, via this website 
(https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result). Don’t forget to report the result to the NHS whether it is 
positive or negative. You only need to inform the school if your son/daughter receives a positive result, in 
which case they must not attend school. 
 
I anticipate that further information will be provided by the Department for Education, regarding 
expectations for home testing for during and after the Easter holidays. I will communicate further with you as 
that becomes available. 

 
Communication from Hertfordshire County Council 
 
Accompanying this letter, is a letter from Herts Director of Public Health, outlining the ongoing work taking 
place to reduce the risk of transmission. 

 
Behaviour Expectations 
 
Our very high expectations, regarding students’ behaviour and conduct at all times, are unchanged. As noted 
earlier, I have been highly impressed with students’ conduct since returning. 
 
In consideration of the additional arrangements which are in place to reduce the risk of transmission of 
Covid-19, we have added an addendum to our Behaviour policy, which can be found in full on the school 
website here.  

 
Building Work on New Block 
 
Those of you who have passed the school site in recent weeks, will be aware of the extensive building work 
which is taking place adjacent to the main school car park.  
 
When completed, this new building will provide a suite of 8 additional classrooms, as well as containing a 
privately-run gym and fitness centre. I am very pleased that this work is underway, and keep you fully 
informed of the work which is taking place at each stage of the process. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Mark Ellis 
Principal 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iy0spegbFZ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuA2YVA6_6c
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://goffs.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/key_information/Goffs-Behaviour-Policy-Covid-19-January-Update.pdf?t=1615468296

