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12th February 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Attendance 
 
Thank you for all your support to ensure that students have continued with their learning this half-term. I 
wrote to you at the start of January, outlining our commitment to delivering our full timetable online. This 
week, attendance reached 96%; an amazing collective achievement for our student community, and 
indicative of the commitment which they have shown. This week, Mr Holding has been in contact with all 
students, regarding a prize draw for all students who achieved over 96%. Well done to all who managed to 
achieve that. 
 
Newsletter 
 
I am writing at the end of a half-term during which the majority of students and staff have not been in the 
school building. We talk a lot about the idea of ‘community’ at Goffs. That sense of community is vitally 
important, and although we have not been able to gather together in person recently, that has continued in 
many other ways. I was reminded of that when I read through all the superb contributions to the half-
termly newsletter. I am genuinely proud of the way in which students have responded – they have shown 
creativity, innovation, and resilience. 
 
You can access the newsletter here (https://www.smore.com/rqpxm-goffs-academy-newsletter) – I hope 
you enjoy reading it. 
 
Staying Safe Online 
 
As you will know, we are all spending more time than normal online. During this time, the need to support 
students in staying safe online, and in using online resources appropriately and effectively, is greater than 
ever. 
 
This week, we have run assemblies with students marking Safer Internet Day. This assembly, along with a 
suite of other resources relating to staying safe online, is available on our school website, via this link  
https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/2051/staying-safe-online.   
  
If you need to report a concern relating to e-safety to the school, or make a report directly to the Child 
Exploitation and Online Protection (CEOP) Centre, you can also do this via the webpage above. 
 
Reporting a Positive Case of Covid-19 
 
If your son/daughter has a confirmed positive test for Covid-19, please inform the school, including during 
the half-term period. This is particularly important, if your son/daughter has attended the in-school 
provision, to enable us to inform potential close contacts. 
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If you need to report a positive case, please email covid@goffs.herts.sch.uk.  
 
Information Regarding Students Returning To School 
 
I look forward to students being able to return to the school building, as soon as they are able to do so. 
The government has made clear that the current school closure period will continue until at least 8th 
March 2021. We await further information regarding this and anticipate this being provided at the end of 
February.  
 
As soon as we are able to confirm details for students returning to school, I will of course write to you to 
provide as much information as possible. The government has advised that they will give schools and 
families at least two weeks’ notice, to enable arrangements to be made for a return. 
 
I hope that the half-term period provides an opportunity for students to have a break from online learning. 
Within the restrictions, I also hope that students take the opportunity to get outside and to get active as 
much as possible. 
 
We look forward to welcoming them back to online lessons on 22nd February, and to seeing students back 
in school soon. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Mark Ellis 
Principal 
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