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6th November 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

I hope that you were able to have a restful half-term.  Following the Prime Minister’s announcement on 31st October 

2020, new national restrictions have come into effect from 5th November 2020.  

Schools will remain open in full. Further to the range of protective measures previously in place, there are additional 

measures which will apply, which are described below. We were advised of these changes late afternoon on 4th 

November 2020. 

 

Face Masks 

The latest guidance from the Department of Education states that, “In schools where pupils in year 7 and above are 
educated, face coverings should be worn by adults and pupils when moving around the premises, outside of 
classrooms, such as in corridors and communal areas where social distancing cannot easily be maintained.  Some 
individuals are exempt from wearing face coverings” 

Therefore, effective from Monday 9th November 2020, all adults and students (except those who are exempt) will 
be required to wear a face covering in the following school settings: 

 On entrance to, and moving around, any of the school buildings 

 All lesson changeovers, as students and adults move between classrooms 

 Moving to outside breakout areas 

 Queuing for food in the indoor restaurant areas (of course, masks can be removed when students are seated 
to eat and drink at break and lunchtime) 

 Departing the building at the end of the school day 

If students are exempt from wearing a face covering due to a medical condition, parents should contact the school to 
inform us of this, providing any applicable medical evidence. This evidence needs to be supplied to us by Monday 9th 
November. Those students who are medically exempt from wearing face masks will be provided with a card to show 
staff when stopped on corridors. Parents and students should expect that their child will be stopped and asked why 
they are not wearing a mask, but they will then be able to quickly show their card and move on. This card will be issued 
on the strict understanding that it is for that student only. Any sharing of the card with other students, will result in 
further follow up and school sanctions.  

National guidance continues to be that face coverings are not worn in classrooms.  
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To ensure all members of our community have a clear understanding of these requirements, signs explaining where 
and when to wear masks will be displayed across the school. 

Students are required to bring their facemasks with them into school. Importantly, students must also bring a ziplock 
bag, to store the mask when it is not being worn.  For Health and Safety reasons, all facemasks must be stored correctly 
in a sealable bag, when they are not being worn.  In addition, students will not be able to dispose of their facemasks 
in school, and instead must take them home to be washed or disposed of. 

Please can you ensure that your child has a mask and ziplock bag for their arrival at school on Monday morning. On 
the rare occasions that a mask and/or ziplock bag is forgotten – and it is of course essential that students do not forget 
given the current national lockdown -  the school will have a small stock available to purchase for £1.50 (2 masks and 
a ziplock bag).  These can be purchased from Reception on arrival at the school. Please note that your child will not be 
able to enter the building until they have a mask and ziplock bag.  

To reflect these changes, our Behaviour for Learning Policy has been updated. You will find the updated policy here.   
It should be noted, that should a student refuse to or deliberately not wear a facemask correctly, this will constitute a 
serious breach of the school’s Behaviour for Learning policy.  This serious Health and Safety breach would lead to Fixed 
Term or potentially Permanent Exclusion. 

National Guidance for wearing a Face Mask 

Ensure the face covering: 

 covers their nose and mouth while allowing them to breathe comfortably 

 fits comfortably but securely against the side of the face 

 is made of a material that they find to be comfortable and breathable, such as cotton 

 ideally include at least two layers of fabric (the World Health Organization recommends three depending on 
the fabric used) 

 unless disposable, is able to be washed with other items of laundry according to fabric washing instructions 
and dried without causing the face covering to be damaged 

 
When wearing the face covering: 

 wash their hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before putting a face 
covering on 

 avoid wearing on their neck or forehead 

 avoid touching the part of the face covering in contact with their mouth and nose 

 change the face covering if it becomes damp  

 avoid taking it off and putting it back on a lot in quick succession  
 
When removing the face covering: 

 wash their hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before removing 

 only handle the straps, ties or clips 

 do not give it to someone else to use 

 if single-use, place it in a ziplock or other sealable single use plastic bag and REMOVE it from the school site 
(they MUST not be placed in the school’s waste bins) 

https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/1781/covid-19-information
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 if reusable, place it in a zip-lock or other sealable single use plastic bag and REMOVE it from the site before 
washing it in line with manufacturer’s instructions at the highest temperature appropriate for the fabric 

 wash their hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser once removed 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

Unfortunately, in line with the recent guideline changes, schools are no longer able to run afterschool extra-curricular 

activities such as Sports or Drama clubs.  We anticipate that this will only apply until the end of the National lockdown.  

However, we are able to continue with afterschool catch-up and intervention sessions, which will continue as 

scheduled. 

I greatly appreciate your continued support, and remain enormously impressed with how students and staff are 

managing during these very challenging circumstances. I look forward to seeing students back in school on Monday. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Mark Ellis 
Principal 


