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5th February 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope that you are well and have had a good week. I am really pleased that students are continuing with 
their learning across all subjects, and it is always excellent to hear about what they have been doing. Just 
this week, I have had the pleasure of listening to superb musical compositions, reading outstanding foreign 
language projects, and hearing about students who have clocked up more than 20,000 steps on their daily 
walks!  
 
We continue to recognise and reward students for their efforts. So far this term, students have received an 
incredible total of 1.37 million House points, and we will be speaking to students next week about using 
their House points to receive rewards. 
 
In school, we frequently talk about our values of Respect, Resilience and Responsibility; which are arguably 
now more important than ever. We know that learning from home presents many challenges, and I remain 
extremely grateful to all parents who are juggling multiple roles to support students with this. 
 
Remote Learning and Curriculum Information 
 
As you are aware, we are continuing with the full timetable for students, provided via online lessons. 
Students continue to cover the planned curriculum in each subject, with some adjustments during the 
period of closure, where practical activities are not possible. 
 
Curriculum plans, for all subjects and year groups, are available on our website via the links below. On the 
page for each year group, there is a document outlining the ‘Curriculum Intent’ for each term; this outlines 
the main topics which students will be learning about, in each subject, this term.  I hope this proves useful 
in enabling conversations about what your son/daughter is learning about in each subject. 
 
https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/325/year-7 
 
https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/326/year-8 
 
https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/327/year-9 
 
https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/328/year-10 
 
https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/329/year-11 
 
Literacy 
 
We believe that reading is a central component to learning in all subjects. As such we have worked 
extremely hard to embed the culture of reading, within both ATM, Literacy lessons, and through 
‘Responsive Reading’ activities in all subjects.  

https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/325/year-7
https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/326/year-8
https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/327/year-9
https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/328/year-10
https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/329/year-11
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It is imperative that students continue to read independently, as much as possible, during this period of 
school closure. There will, of course, be some challenges and barriers to reading when students are not in 
school. 
 
In order to encourage students to access a variety of different reading resources, we have collated a 
number of resources which enable access to free e-books, podcasts and other literacy resources: 
 

 https://library.thenational.academy/. Every week a popular children's author or illustrator will provide 
free books, exclusive videos and their top three recommended reads 

 https://www.worldbookdaysocial.com. This website offers some great podcasts on their teen pages and 
a section called ‘Reading is Power’ 

 The BBC Sounds app also has an audiobook selection, although it is not whole books at a time 

 http://www.gutenberg.org. This is an excellent site, providing access to classic books which are freely 
available in the public domain 

 https://librivox.org. This is the audiobook equivalent of Project Gutenberg 

 https://authorfy.com/creative/. Authorfy offers some interesting activities linked to particular books 
(e.g. The Ickabog, You Are Awesome) 

 https://authorfy.com/10minutechallenges/. They also have some great 10-minute challenge videos 
from authors 

 https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/books-and-reading/ebooks-and-
audiobooks/ebooks-and-audiobooks.aspx. If your child is a member of Hertfordshire Libraries they can 
access ‘Borrowbox’ free of charge from the library website. 

 
We hope these resources will help to enable students to access to the magical world of stories and to stay 
in the habit of reading, whether they are learning at school or at home. 
 
Express Yourself – Children’s Mental Health Week   
 
This week has been Children’s Mental Health Week, and the theme this year is ‘express yourself’.   
By talking openly about mental health from a young age, children can learn to better understand their 
emotions, break down stigma, and feel safe enough to reach out for help when it’s needed.   
 
Almost a third of parents admit they would feel embarrassed if their child wanted counselling, and 34% feel 
other parents would judge them, according to new research published by Place2Be to coincide with 
Children’s Mental Health Week.  Talking about mental health and expressing our feelings can be difficult, 
no matter our age.   
 
The situation that has required schools to close, and the anxiety and uncertainty that can come with it, is 
affecting everyone. It is therefore more important than ever to share how we are feeling with others.   
If your child feels unmotivated or down and nothing seems to help, just tell us, we are here to support you. 
We will support you in whatever way we can; it is what we are here for.   
 
This week, we have rounded up lots of great resources to help children, staff and family members with 
positive conversations about mental health – available via this link Talking to my child about Mental Health 
 

https://library.thenational.academy/
https://www.worldbookdaysocial.com/
http://www.gutenberg.org/
https://librivox.org/
https://authorfy.com/creative/
https://authorfy.com/10minutechallenges/
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/books-and-reading/ebooks-and-audiobooks/ebooks-and-audiobooks.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/books-and-reading/ebooks-and-audiobooks/ebooks-and-audiobooks.aspx
https://mindedforfamilies.org.uk/Content/talking_to_my_child/#/id/59c0f796928ba1116a891716
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As ever, if you have any questions or concerns, please do contact the school directly. 
 
Take care. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Mark Ellis 
Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


