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1st September 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers and Students, 
 
As per my letter last week, we are approaching the start of the new school year, and looking forward to 
welcoming students back to school. In my last letter I outlined the arrangements linked to Covid-19, today I 
am writing to provide a general update, and with much important information relating to the start of term 
and the year ahead. 
 
Start of Term 
 
In my previous letter I outlined the dates for testing, and start of term dates, for each year group. As Covid 
testing has required a slightly staggered start to the term, we have provided home learning activities for 
students in Year 8, 9 and 10 to complete on 1st and 2nd September, to help prepare them for the start of 
term. Full details are found here – https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/2210/home-learning-for-1st-2nd-
september-2021. Students in other year groups have previously been provided with revision/induction 
resources for their specific subjects. 
 
 
Exam Results 
 
You will be aware that results were determined by ‘teacher-assessed grades’ this summer, in the absence of 

external examinations. These decisions were based on the quality of work produced in a suite of rigorous 

assessments completed during the term. Students worked extremely hard in preparation for these assessments, 

despite the many disruptions to their learning throughout the year, and achieved a superb set of outcomes. 

My congratulations go to all students in Year 11 and Year 13; their results are the culmination of sustained hard 

work over several years and are richly deserved. We are proud of all of the students in these cohorts, and hope 

they will keep in touch as they progress with their future endeavours. 

 

Staffing Update 
 
I am pleased to welcome the following colleagues to Goffs, many of whom join the school having 
completed their training programme here, and each of whom brings a range of experience and expertise to 
our school: 
 

 Wilmari Kleynhans    Teacher of English/Psychology, and Head of Psychology 

 Anne-Marie L’Olive Stafford Teacher of Psychology 

 Mirella Fetta   Teacher of Italian 

 Bushra Ali    Teacher of English 

 Abigail Ciccarelli   Teacher of History 

 Alper Erol    Teacher of Business/Economics 

 Joseph Harris   Teacher of Science 

https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/2210/home-learning-for-1st-2nd-september-2021
https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/2210/home-learning-for-1st-2nd-september-2021
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 Aleyna Mert   Teacher of Maths 

 Angelina Nicolaides  Teacher of Drama 

 Grace Rowe   Teacher of PE 

 Pantelis Soteriou   Teacher of Maths 

 Shauna Styles   Teacher of Science 
 

In addition, we welcome a number of School Direct trainees to Goffs, as part of our role as a lead training 
school for the region.  
 
For your information, the responsibilities of the Senior Leadership Team, and the Director of Learning for 
each year group, are listed below: 
 

 Peter Petrou  Vice Principal – Behaviour and Safeguarding 

 Mike Toley   Vice Principal – Curriculum and Achievement (KS4) 

 Tom Cahill   Assistant Principal – Sixth Form 

 Sophie Enstone  Assistant Principal – Learning and Teaching 

 Mark Holding  Assistant Principal – Personal Development and Wellbeing 

 John Vyras   Assistant Principal – Covid Catch-Up Support 

 Kate Dawson  Associate Assistant Principal – KS4 Raising Achievement, ACE 
 

 Year 7    Kelly McBride (SLT Link - Peter Petrou) 

 Year 8   Anne-Marie Crabb and Ben Spaul (SLT Link – Sophie Enstone) 

 Year 9   Lynsey Hague (SLT Link – Mark Holding) 

 Year 10   Richard Gill (SLT Link – John Vyras) 

 Year 11   Olivia Garner (SLT Link - Mike Toley) 

 Year 12    Wendy Wilson (SLT Link - Tom Cahill) 

 Year 13   Karen Lawrence (SLT Link - Tom Cahill) 
 

 
Safeguarding 

 
We have exceptionally robust safeguarding procedures, as you would expect, to ensure that we keep all 
students safe. Students are regularly fully briefed on these procedures, including how to report any 
concerns they may have. 
 
For information, our Designated Safeguarding Lead is Peter Petrou, Vice Principal. Both parents and 
students can also report any safeguarding concern via the ‘Report Safeguarding’ button, at the head of our 
school website. 

 
Our Curriculum 
 
Our purpose at Goffs is clear and stated in our curriculum intent; to provide a rich range of learning 

opportunities and experiences, therefore enabling students: 



 

   

Executive Principal: Alison Garner  Principal: Mark Ellis 
Goffs Academy, Goffs Lane, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire EN7 5QW 

: admin@goffs.herts.sch.uk  www.goffs.herts.sch.uk  : 01992 424200        @GoffsAcademy 
 

 to develop a powerful range of knowledge, vocabulary and skills 

 to develop as confident, responsible, and articulate learners and citizens 

 to reveal and develop their inner strengths, and to thrive at school and beyond 
 
Every year we update our school strategic development plan (SDP), based on feedback from students, 
parents and staff. The SDP for 2021-22, is available on our website 
(https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/272/school-development-plan).  
 
Detailed information regarding the curriculum which is studied in each subject area, by each year group, 
can also be found on our website (https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/319/curriculum-overview). All teachers 
will share the Learning Journey for their subject with students, which provides a useful summary of what 
students will be learning over the course of the academic year. I would strongly encourage parents to ask 
students about what they have been learning in each subject, and what they will be learning about in the 
future. 
 
Over and above the curriculum in each subject, we offer a range of Personal Development activities, such 
as clubs and trips – the full programme will be shared with you at the start of term. I encourage every 
student to get involved in at least one additional activity, over and above their timetabled lessons. 
 
 
Expectations of Students 
 
I make no apology for the fact that we have very high expectations of all students at Goffs. Indeed, these 
high expectations underpin the successful outcomes of our students. Whilst much of the information below 
will not be new for existing parents, it is worth reiterating. 
 
The school has an extremely clear Behaviour for Learning and Rewards policy. This is underpinned by the 
firm belief that students have a right to learn, and teachers to teach, without undue disruption. In sending 
your child to be educated at Goffs, it is implicitly understood between us that parents understand and 
support the school’s line and policy on behaviour.  
 
We expect all Goffs students to try their best, and to be kind, polite and respectful to all. Where students 
behave in a way that does not meet expectations, the school’s policy will be applied, and this can ultimately 
result in the permanent removal of a child’s place. As always, if you feel that the school’s expectations of 
behaviour do not fit with your personal ethos or that of your child, it remains your right to have your child 
educated in a school whose policies you do agree with. We thank you in advance for your active and 
committed support of these expectations, having chosen to send your child here. 
 
Students at Goffs wear their uniform with pride; we ensure that the standard of our uniform is exceptional. 
If students do not meet the uniform requirements, they will be required to work in isolation until the 
correct uniform is in place. For girls this includes skirts that must be at knee length minimum, please, with 
no false nails. All students need to wear black leather shoes; trainers are not permitted. If any parent is 
having financial difficulties purchasing uniform, please do not hesitate to contact the Finance team for 
further advice and support. 
 

https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/272/school-development-plan
https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/319/curriculum-overview
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In addition, a reminder that students are expected to arrive to school on time, to enable form time and 
lessons to start promptly. Any student arriving late to school (or arriving late to any lesson throughout the 
day), will need to serve a C3 (45 minute) detention after school, on the day after the sanction is issued. 
 
Students are also expected to arrive to school fully equipped – with a pen, pencil, ruler, calculator and a 
reading book on them at all times. Reading books are available to loan from the School Learning Resource 
Centre (LRC). In addition, you will find reading lists for each year group on our website 
(http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/339/reading-activities). As a new initiative for this academic year to further 
encourage reading, we will be loaning every student in KS3, a different book each half-term, directly linked 
to their curriculum in a specific subject. I would strongly request all parents to encourage your children to 
adopt and maintain a habit of reading, for a minimum of 30 minutes per day. 
 
I am grateful for the support of the vast majority of parents in ensuring that time is not missed from school, 
exceptional circumstances aside. Due to government legislation, Headteachers no longer have the authority 
to grant any absence in term time unless there are exceptional circumstances.  
 
Finally, a reminder that students are not permitted to use mobile phones (or headphones) on the school 
site, within or outside of the building, at any point. Sixth Form students will be permitted to bring their 
phones into school, but use will only be permitted during break and lunch time. 

 
 
Parental Communication 
 
I strongly believe that clear communication between home and school is beneficial for our students. You 
are welcome to contact staff directly, and all staff email addresses are made available on our website 
(https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/1165/staff-contact-details). If you have concerns of any kind, please let us 
know; we can work together to resolve them. 
 
A weekly newsletter will be sent to all parents every Friday. In addition, the SIMS Parent App is a very 
useful way to receive ‘live’ information about your son or daughter. If you do not already have an account 
setup, please contact helpdesk@goffs.herts.sch.uk. Please note that detailed information regarding how to 
set up an account will be provided to Year 7 parents in September. 
 
All home learning will be listed on Doddle, to enable parents to monitor tasks set for students. 
 
 
School Day Times 
 
Please note the timing of the school day, below. We have retained a slightly ‘staggered’ start and end 
times, to enable students to enter and leave the school site in a calm and organised manner. 
 
Students in Year 7 to 9 should be in school no later than 8.27am, to enable form time to start promptly at 
8.30am. Students in Year 10 and 11 should be in school no later than 8.32am, to enable form time to start 
promptly at 8.35am. Sixth Form students should arrive in time for their first timetabled lesson. 

http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/339/reading-activities
https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/1165/staff-contact-details
mailto:helpdesk@goffs.herts.sch.uk


 

   

Executive Principal: Alison Garner  Principal: Mark Ellis 
Goffs Academy, Goffs Lane, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire EN7 5QW 

: admin@goffs.herts.sch.uk  www.goffs.herts.sch.uk  : 01992 424200        @GoffsAcademy 
 

 
 
 

As advised during the summer term, please note that every other Tuesday (starting from Tuesday 7th 
September), students will have a slightly shorter school day (leaving at 1.40pm for KS3, and 1.45pm for 
KS4), to enable time for staff Professional Learning. Lesson times, for Tuesday Week 2 only, are below. If 
the earlier finish time presents problems with childcare, particularly for those parents of students in lower 
year groups, please do not hesitate to contact me to discuss this. 
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I firmly believe that successful education is based on a partnership between home and school. Thank you in 
advance for your support; I look forward to working with you throughout the year ahead. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 

Mark Ellis 
Principal 

 

 


