
 

 

 

Year 12 Product Design Summer task 

NEA Criteria 1 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Summer  task 

Contextual challenges set by AQA: 

 

1. Sustainable futures.  

Design and make prototype(s) for a product that will alleviate an environmental problem. 

2. Sport and fitness.  

Design and make prototype(s) for a product that can be used in sports or fitness. 

3. Advancements in materials and technology.  

Design and make prototype(s) for a product that reflects advancements in materials and/or 

technology. 

 

Above are the contexts of your project for year 12. To ensure you have the best possible start to the 

year you are required to complete Section A and B  of Criteria 1(See below) over the summer 

This work will count towards criteria 1 of your folder and so should be detailed and beautifully 

presented electronically or on A3 sheets. Hand in date is 31st August. 

 

 

 

 

 



Section A: Identify and investigate design possibilities 

Central to the success of the NEA is the identification of the contextual challenge that offers the 

opportunity to challenge yourself as a designer. 

 

Having identified your specific context from the challenges offered you then need to plan and carry 

out extensive investigation into all aspects of the context in order that you might operate from a 

position of knowledge when making subsequent decisions. 

 

You will be expected to employ a variety of both primary and secondary methods of 

investigation. These might include visits to exhibitions, museums and galleries, and surveys and 

questionnaires could be used to inform decisions.  

 

Useful and relevant material can be gained from others via the internet, books, magazines or 

interviews. You are encouraged to undertake, where relevant, practical experimentation and 

disassembly, as methods for further understanding and exploring the context. 

 

At this stage it is expected that you will begin to explore your thinking on possible solutions by 

producing concept ideas that take into account the information that has been collected.  These first 

concept ideas will merely demonstrate your  initial thoughts and should serve to stimulate later more 

considered thoughts regarding your design proposal(s) and design prototype(s). 

 

The assessment criteria is not to be seen as a linear process and aspects from this, and other 

assessment criteria, might be present throughout your  portfolio. Wherever it takes place, it 

is expected that this work will be rewarded. 
 





 



 



  



 

  



Section B: Producing a design brief and Specification 

You are required to produce a clearly stated and challenging design brief that addresses the context 

and meets the needs of the 

intended user(s). 

You should formulate a fully 

detailed design specification 

that is informed by your 

investigations (section A) 

and makes full use of the 

material collated. 

Statements in the 

specification need to be 

clear and unambiguous. 

There should be specific 

references to measurable 

outcomes as well as 

qualitative statements.  

Whatever format is chosen 

to present the specification it 

is expected that this will be a 

live and working document 

that will be constantly 

referenced to throughout 

the process. 

The specification should also 

include details on how you 

intend to organise your time. 

 



 


