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General 
 
The paper followed the same format as in previous years with two sections. Almost all 
candidates followed the rubric and answered only three questions with at least one from 
each section, the majority electing to attempt two questions from Section 1. A small minority 
infringed the instructions and attempted a number of part questions. Scripts were mostly well 
presented with many candidates including labelled diagrams to explain various points. Some 
candidates have very poor handwriting making their scripts almost illegible. It was 
encouraging to see many candidates making plans before beginning their answers and this 
seemed to help them write more focused accounts. 
 
In Section 1, Question 1 was the least popular and not well answered. Question 6 in Section 
2 was the least popular on the paper and Question 5 was also less popular with candidates.  
 
Many candidates scored very low total paper marks and appeared to have very little 
knowledge or understanding of the specification content. Students entering for future 
examinations are advised to study past papers and mark schemes together with the relevant 
examiner’s report in order to become familiar with the requirements. 
 
 
Section 1 
Question 1 
 
01   This should have been a straightforward question, especially as wool has featured on 

the TEXT1 paper a number of times. Answers tended to be very generalised as 
candidates did not show very detailed or accurate knowledge of the properties of 
wool, eg the crimp which makes it insulating, its ability to absorb moisture without 
feeling wet, and its inherent crease resistance. Although most were aware that wool 
keeps the consumer warm, few were able to relate this to the structure of the wool 
fibre and many answers concentrated on the range of different products made from 
woollen fabrics. Only 30% of the answers to this part of the question were awarded 
six or more marks with the average being slightly more than four marks. 

 
02  The majority of candidates were able to accurately name two other luxury wool fibres, 

with cashmere, angora and mohair being the most popular. The qualities described 
tended to be related to the additional softness and warmth with some excellent detail 
about the lustrous extra fine fibres and silky softness. A number of candidates failed 
to score any marks for this part as they suggested non-hair fibres such as silk, flax, 
fur. Where two acceptable fibres were named it was often the lack of appropriate 
qualities and/or repeated information about the qualities that led to a loss of marks. 
Approximately 25% of candidates scored 5 or 6 marks on this part. 

 
03 There appeared to be a lack of basic knowledge and understanding related to modern 

finishes for wool. Shrink resistance – the most obvious choice – was ignored by most 
although moth repellence was frequently included. 
 
Many candidates wrote extensively about finishes in general, with many being 
inappropriate for woollen fabrics, eg calendaring, brushing, Proban. Others included 
information about blending with synthetic fibres, lamination, dyeing and knitting. The 
best responses explained the shortcomings of wool which necessitate the use of 
finishes, and many included detail of how the finish worked to make the fabric better 
for consumers. The average mark was two with almost 40% of responses awarded 
fewer than two marks. 
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Question 2 
 
04 This question elicited a wide range of marks with many scoring well. The most highly 

rewarded responses explained the sales cycle and provided relevant examples of 
products. The Standard Fashion cycle was the least well known as many thought it 
related to basic products such as underwear and workwear rather than seasonal 
fashion products, and it was often confused with the classic fashion. Diagrams of the 
different cycles often helped confirm candidates’ understanding of the different terms. 
About 50% of answers were given more than half marks and 20% achieved ten or 
more marks. 

 
05  Many candidates confused the fashion life cycle with a product life cycle, repeating 

material they had given in response to Question 04. Those who were aware that the 
product cycle is a study of a product’s impact on the environment and people tended 
to score well, although many answers suffered from a lack of detail. The average 
score was just under three marks.  

 
06 A high proportion of candidates concentrated on environmental and ethical impact 

and wrote at length about the concerns. This meant that answers were narrow in 
scope with other equally important issues ignored, eg type of manufacture, trend 
forecasts, choice of materials, health and safety considerations in relation to the 
intended use of the product. 

 This question produced a good spread of marks with an average score of just under 
five marks. 

 
 
Question 3 
 
07   This was a very popular question with the illustrations from 1920 and 1988 being 

most commonly selected. There was some clear knowledge of women’s position in 
society post World War 1 and the influence of their greater freedom and dance on 
fashions of the 1920s. It was evident that many had been captivated by the films 
about the Titanic as they tried to relate the events seen on screen to the fashions of 
the time. 
Power dressing and women’s rise to prominence in the workplace and boardrooms in 
the late 1980s were well described and there were some appropriate references to 
pop stars and music of the time, although fewer candidates provided evidence of the 
greater picture with regard to changing fashions.  
 
Candidates who elected to write about the illustration from 1913 were quite 
knowledgeable about influences from the East, the work of Paul Poiret and the 
beginnings of more active lifestyles for women, and these answers generally scored 
well.  
 
The period least well known was related to the 1970 fashion plate and candidates 
electing to write about this generally did not score well. Many did not seem to pick up 
on the fact that the illustration was of a maxi skirt from 1970 and therefore before the 
impact of Punk and Vivienne Westwood. Making reference to the maxi skirt as the 
designers desire to move on from the prolonged popularity of the 1960s’ mini skirt, 
and the influences of bohemian attitudes and lifestyles would have been more 
appropriate. 
 
It was evident that many candidates enjoy researching influences on fashion and 
many wrote very knowledgeable and detailed accounts. Incorrect dates, simply 
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describing the fashions shown and misplaced references to designers were, however, 
consistent weaknesses.  
 
The question discriminated well although just over seven marks was the average 
score here. This was frequently down to the fact that candidates were not equally 
knowledgeable about two different time periods; many achieved eight or nine marks 
for their account of one but were unable to sustain the same quality of response on 
the second. 

 
08  Candidates fared slightly better on this part of the question with almost 50% of 

answers being given five or more marks. Marks were lost when candidates repeated 
at length the information from the question, occasionally adding references to 
rationing and shortages of materials. As with question 07, many were confused about 
dates and designers, especially Dior and the New Look fashions. The highest marks 
went to those who included information about the impact of shortages and women’s 
changed roles on fashion styles, eg the boxy military styles, the shortening of skirt 
lengths, the changes in style to reduce the amount of fabric used. There were some 
good references to the re-using of materials, including parachute silk, along with 
some muddled references to the use of gravy browning to mimic the seam on tights 
rather than stockings. 

 
 
 
Section 2 
Question 4 
 
09 There were many references to the accuracy and efficiency of these systems and 

most showed awareness that existing patterns could be edited to develop new pattern 
shapes as fashions change. But few went beyond this to explain how a virtual model 
might be made, patterns graded for different sizes and the ability to transfer 
information to a layout plan. 

 The average was three marks with about 20% scoring five or six marks. 
 
 
10   Most candidates were aware that a computerised layplan saves fabric by laying 

pattern pieces efficiently. The obvious matching of stripes and checks across pattern 
pieces was also referred to in the majority of responses. But some answers earned 
extra marks by also explaining how the grain line would be utilised in a plan or the 
saving of layouts for future use. The average was three marks with about 30% 
scoring five or six marks. 

 
11  The fact that fabric is laid flat and without creases was the most popular benefit 

discussed. Some more knowledgeable candidates were aware of the vacuum suction 
to hold the fabric in place for cutting. There were also some good references to the 
ability to ensure that fabric pattern was the same through multiple layers of fabric. A 
number of candidates erroneously thought that the machine would be able to scan 
the fabric for faults. This question differentiated well, the average mark was just 
above 50% with well over a third of candidates achieving this mark. 

 
12 Answers were very mixed; at the lower end of the range, there were only basic 

references to the fact that CAM is quick and reduces manufacturing costs, with 
inappropriate detail of CAD systems – this low level type of response will not be 
awarded high marks on an A2 paper. The better candidates were able to give details 
of specific automated manufacturing processes and systems such as JIT and EPOS, 
the ETON and Gerber systems, CNC and EDI with lots of detail enabling them to earn 
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high marks. A common problem in many scripts was the describing of machinery with 
no reference to the computer control element, especially with regard to printing and 
dyeing, making it difficult for examiners to award marks. There was also a lack of 
differentiation between standard sewing processes and those which are automated 
processes.  

  
Questions on computerised or automated production systems cause many problems 
for candidates, exposing a lack of knowledge and understanding. Many candidates 
have a simplistic view that automated systems mean that products do not need to be 
sewn by hand, and do not seem to realise that industrial processes are usually 
carried out using machines, whether they are computer controlled or not, and have 
been for very many years. Candidates need to be aware that computerised systems 
constitute a lot more than automated machines carrying out specific processes; such 
systems make extensive use of JIT and Quick Response manufacture in order to 
keep up with fashion trends and demands. The use of integrated information and 
manufacturing processes is very important in ensuring that manufacturers are able to 
be successful in the competitive fashion business.  

 The average mark was just under 50%. 
 
 
Question 5 
 
13   There was much confusion between Quality Assurance and Quality Control. The 

majority of responses concentrated on QC, often with great detail of the individual 
checks that might be carried out on a textile product. Some misunderstood QA to be 
the same as Health and Safety at work legislation, and many mistakenly thought that 
the BSI carries out QC checks rather than setting standards. That apart, the level of 
detail about QC procedures allowed a significant number of candidates to score very 
high marks on this question, especially when they showed some awareness of the 
implications and costs for manufacturers. 

 The average mark was about 50%. 
 
14  The ranking of the different levels of quality for the three products was accurate in the 

majority of answers, although there was some slight lack of awareness of the 
differences between the premium quality duvet and the party dress. A significant 
number of candidates think that it is necessary for bed linen to have a flame resistant 
finish. Where marks were lost it was usually because of a lack of detail, eg references 
to different qualities of fabrics, or failure to make differences absolutely clear.  

 
Over half of the answers were awarded six or more marks. 

 
 
Question 6 
 
15 Candidates were either familiar with the differences between the three systems, or 

they were very confused. The one least understood was the Section system. 
Responses awarded the highest marks explained how the three systems work and 
provided some examples of types of product and or processes that are typically made 
with each system. The average mark was just under seven out of eighteen with about 
25% of candidates achieving ten or more marks. 

 
16 Very few candidates were able to give relevant and accurate information, largely 

because they did not seem to understand the requirements of the question. Many 
wrote at length about computerised manufacturing systems, which would have been 
excellent answers to question 12. But the question was about planning systems and 
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the use of resources to achieve efficient manufacturing of textile products in a global 
environment. 

 The average score was just less than four marks with about 10% receiving ten or 
more marks. 

 
 
 
 
Mark Ranges and Award of Grades 
 
For grade boundaries, please click the following link:  
www.aqa.org.uk/over/stat.html  
 
 
For the UMS conversion calculator, please click the following link: 
www.aqa.org.uk/umsconversion  
 




